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www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk 

  

Issue: 4 19 December 2018 

Brilliant behaviour 
 

We held our first Recognition Board/golden 
Bucket celebration event with parents yesterday 
where the three children featuring most often in 
each class were celebrated. This is to reward 
those children who very frequently go ‘over and 
above’ in all they do. Many children feature on 
these and all those above the threshold for this 
term will receive a special certificate.  
Everyone enjoyed their golden afternoon last 
Friday which was to reward children for earning 
100 gold stars and includes following our three 
rules of being ready, respectful and safe. 

Judo Workshops 
 

Y1, Y2 and Y6 pupils thoroughly enjoyed learning 
about Judo from our Judo coach last week. 
Having the opportunity to learn the rules and 
discipline of a brand new sport allowed children 
to implement the School Games values such as 
respect, honesty and determination.  

Visit to the Abbey 
 

The children in Reception enjoyed a visit to the 
Abbey last week to listen to the Christmas story. 
Mr Weetman retold the story and they helped him 
by placing the characters of the story into the 
stable. They then enjoyed singing some 
Christmas songs sat by the Christmas tree.  

Thriving school built on fabulous teamwork 
The recent publication of the last year’s Y6 SATS 
results on the BBC website bears out what a 
successful year it was for the school – not only for 
the children concerned and the Y6 staff, but for 
everyone at Selby Abbey School, as it really is a 
whole school effort (from pre-school through 
Reception and Key Stage One and continuing 
through Key Stage Two) to raise the children’s 
capabilities and achievement to this level. 
 

Within North Yorkshire (378 primary schools), the 
published figures indicated that Selby Abbey 
School achieved the following: 
Progress in Reading        22nd (top 6%) 
Progress in Writing         16th (top 4%) 
Progress in Maths           48th (top 13%) 
Expected standard in all 3  29th (top 8%) 
 

This is a phenomenal achievement and 
testament to the dedication and relentless 
pursuit of excellence by staff, pupils, 
governors and parents. Let us now continue our 
journey onwards and upwards in close partnership. 

Christmas Carol Singing 

We are very proud of the various 
children who accompanied us to 
sing to the Mother’s Union at St 
James Church, to visitors to Costa 
and shoppers at Tescos. Each time 
the feedback from the public has 
been overwhelming and the children certainly put 
a smile on everyone’s faces and help drum up 
festive cheer. We are also gearing up for our 
Young Voices extravaganza in Sheffield on 11 
January 2019.  



Dates for your diary 
21 December break up for Christmas holidays 
8 January 2019 School re-opens at 8.45am following a staff training day on 7 January 
10 January 2019 Swimming Miss Wood’s class (1st of 13 sessions) 
11 January 2019 Young Voices event at Sheffield Arena 
14 January 2019 Drugs Talk for year 6 at 1pm 
15 January 2019 Road safety assembly reception, year 1 and 2 at 2.40pm 
22 January 2019 Road safety assembly years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at 2.40pm 
25 January 2019 Road to Wembley tournament year 5/6 (squad of 8) 
30 January 2019 Inspirational Athlete visit whole school assembly followed by workshops with KS2 

Last but not least 
Thank you for all your support 
during the past term. It has been 
great to see so many of you at our 
parent consultations and Christmas 
performances. Our last day is Friday 21 December 
and we reopen on Tuesday 8 January 2019 following a 
staff training day. Everyone at Selby Abbey School wishes 
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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Attendance Update 
Our school attendance target this year is 97%. At present it stands at 96.7%. Please remember that the 
Department for Education has changed the threshold for persistent absentees to 10%. This means any 
child whose attendance falls below 90% is now considered a persistent absentee. This equates to 7 days’ 
absence before Christmas. Please come and talk to us if you have any worries or questions. Well done to 
Mrs Craigen’s class for achieving the highest attendance so far this year and to those other classes above 
97%. Please help every class hit this target as excellent attendance really helps children’s learning, wellbeing 
and future life chances. 
Miss Hull                96.2% Miss Conning        97.1% Mrs Craigen      98.4% Mrs Ward            97.1% 
Mrs Chapman        96.4% Mrs Malcolm          97.1% Mrs Sullivan      97.7% Miss Broxup         95.7% 
Miss Wood             96.9% Miss Cook              97.3% Mrs Cannon      98.0% Mrs Thomson       95.7% 
Miss Ferguson       95.9% Mrs Saunders          94.7%  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Tour de Yorkshire 2019 launch 
Our pupils were very proud to be part of the 2019 Tour de 
Yorkshire launch by representing their home town of Selby. We 
are planning numerous events to mark the occasion: 
- promoting use of the local bike library 
- inviting children to wear yellow or green for the day 
- experiencing the smoothie energy bikes from Power Down Pete 
- watching Bike 360, a cycling display team, perform stunts 
- joining in the community’s celebrations by decorating the front 
of the school with yellow painted bikes and our knitting club will 
knit cycle jersey bunting 

Unavoidable closure of school 
We always do our best to keep school open. However there may be times when the risks 
to children and staff are too great. If school is closed we will send a text message to you 
and post the message on Face book confirming this. Please ensure we have an 
up-to-date mobile number if you have one. BBC Radio York will put our school closure 
on their website www.bbc.co.uk/york as will North Yorkshire County Council 
http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/schoolclosures 

Tell us what you think 
We really value your feed- 
back and are always trying 
to further improve. Please 
click on the Parent View link 
http://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
and complete the 12 questions. It only 
takes a few minutes and will supplement 
your feedback from our annual survey, 

comments on Face book posts and chats. 


