
Remembrance 
The whole school took part in Remembrance activities including the creation of a spectacular poppy 
display in our junior playground. Everyone made a poppy to remember the people who died or were 
injured in the wars and other conflicts including the fallen from Selby. Reception children visited Selby 
Abbey to see all the poppies in their splendour. Year 6 took part in a Remembrance Service at Selby 
Cemetery together with other schools, members of the local community and war veterans. They were 
complimented on their impeccable attitude and high quality singing. Back in school some year 3 and 
year 5 pupils led a poignant and thought-provoking act of worship for key stage 1 and the rest of key 
stage 2. Throughout pupils showed great respect and thought about others’ lives and sacrifices. 

Visit to Selby Train Station 
Reception thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit to Selby Train Station. They had a 
talk with Network Rail about safety, 
went into the waiting room and shared 
a story. Then they went inside a 
Network Rail truck. One of the children 
said ‘This is the best day ever!’ 

Our Christmas Enterprise Fayre 
Please support our Christmas Enterprise Fayre 
by bringing in chocolates and bottles and also 
buying the beautiful festive gifts made by your 
children. There will be a café, tombola and Santa’s 
grotto as well. It is 1.30-3pm on Wednesday 19 December. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Big Aspirations Programme 
 

Year 6 recently attended a careers fair to excite and motivate 
them to think about their interests and skills, and encourage 
widened horizons and raise aspirations around the world of 
work. They took part in a variety of workshops including the 
exciting world of hair and beauty, chocolate welding, jobs at 
Northern Gas, building a human power station, virtual reality 
and robotics, surviving a zombie apocalypse, constructing a 
spaghetti tower, role play, designing a label for a brand new 
sauce, challenging perceptions of what future careers are out 
there and meeting an array of interesting and unusual 
creatures. They then reflected on what they had learnt 
including the importance of resilience, challenging yourself 
and never saying no. 
  
  
  

  

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selby Abbey Head teacher Newsletter 

                                                                    
www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk 

  

Issue: 3 30 November 2018 



Dates for your diary 
 

1 December Singing at the Town Council switching on of the Christmas lights 4pm 
3 & 4 December Experience Christmas at the Abbey for year 2 
7 December Dress Down Day – please bring chocolate and/or bottles for our Christmas fayre 
10 December KS2 (Y3, 4, 5, 6) Christmas concert at the Abbey 6.30pm 
11 December KS2 (Y3, 4, 5, 6) Christmas concert at the Abbey 1.30pm 
11 December Reception, year 1 and 2 Christmas performance in the main hall at 1.30pm 
12 December Reception, year 1 and 2 Christmas performance in the main hall at 9.30am 
12 December Singing at Costa 1.30pm 
13 December Reception, year 1 and 2 Christmas performance in the main hall at 9.30am 
14 December Year 1, year 2 and year 6 Judo workshops AM 
14 December Golden Afternoon across school (class-based) 
17 December Recognition Board Celebration with parents - by invitation 
18 December Singin at Osborne House care home 11am 
18 December Christmas Party afternoon (class-based) 
19 December Christmas Enterprise Fayre 1.30 – 3.00pm – Christmas jumpers can be worn today 
20 December Christmas dinner – Christmas jumpers can be worn today 
21 December break up for Christmas holidays 
8 January 2019 School re-opens at 8.45am following a staff training day on 7 January 
 

Children in Need 
 

A massive thank you 
to everyone who 
helped us raise a 
superb £590.75 for 
Children in Need. This will go towards 
funding a range of amazing projects in 
the UK which focus on disadvantaged 
children and young people to empower 
children and extend their life choices. 

Celebration of grit and determination 
 

Our KS2 Cross Country runners had a 
fantastic time at the annual Cross 
Country Trials. The pupils demonstrated 
great commitment and determination 
regardless of the cold weather. From 
this event, 4 pupils have made it 
through to the next round. What a great 
achievement and effort from all who 
took part, well done!  
Unfortunately, despite everyone’s best 
attempts, we did not reach the final of 
the Aviva Community Fund for our 
playground project. We will now look 
elsewhere for funding streams. 

  
  
  
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attendance Update 
Our school attendance target this year is 97%. At present it stands at 96.8%. Please remember that the 
Department for Education has changed the threshold for persistent absentees to 10%. This means any 
child whose attendance falls below 90% is now considered a persistent absentee. This equates to 7 days’ 
absence before Christmas. Please come and talk to us if you have any worries or questions. Well done to 
Mrs Craigen’s class for achieving the highest attendance so far this year and to those other classes at 
or above 97%. Please help every class hit this target as excellent attendance really helps children’s 
learning, wellbeing and future life chances. 
Miss Hull               97.2% Miss Conning          96.2% Mrs Craigen      98.4% Mrs Ward            97.4% 
Mrs Chapman        96.6% Mrs Malcolm           96.9% Mrs Sullivan      97.2% Miss Broxup         96.2% 
Miss Wood            97.0% Miss Cook              97.0% Mrs Cannon      97.9% Mrs Thomson       95.6% 
Miss Ferguson       94.7% Mrs Saunders         96.1%  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Unavoidable closure of school 
We always do our best to keep school open. However there 
may be times when the risks to children and staff are too 
great. If school is closed we will send a text message to you 
and post the message on Face book confirming this. Please 
ensure we have an up-to-date mobile number if you have 
one. BBC Radio York will put our school closure on their 
website www.bbc.co.uk/york as will North Yorkshire County 
Council http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/schoolclosures 
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