
Year 4 STEM Day 
On Monday 3rd October, Year 4 were invited to Selby High School to attend a STEM workshop 
day. This included lots of exciting activities linked to Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics.  In one workshop, Year 4 were able to experience what it would be like working with 
animals and even held snakes and tarantulas! They also applied their scientific skills by 
investigating what colour light is. Whilst at Brayton High School, the children were able to speak to 
different guests including those from Drax power station and even an ex jockey who allowed them 
to try on jockey jackets. The children really enjoyed the day and were able to think about their 
aspirations for the future.  

Y3/4/5/6 cross country 
The Selby Cross Country trials were held 
yesterday at Brayton Academy. Over 500 
children attended. We took 18 children from 
our school and they all finished in the top 25 of 
the runners in their category. 6 of our children 
(in the picture) have now qualified to represent 
our cluster at the next stage of the competition 
which will be held in November. Huge thanks 
to Mrs Beaston and Miss Ward who cheered 
the children on and a big thumbs up to those 
children who represented our school brilliantly 
with their excellent attitudes and efforts. You 
should all feel very proud of yourselves. 

External monitoring 
 

In addition to being awarded the Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark, this past month we have had very 
positive external monitoring visits from Davinia Pearson, our school improvement adviser and our 
two link governors for early years and achievement. They spent time visiting different classrooms 
to see the teachers and children in action and met with a variety of leaders to talk about data and 
children’s outcomes. They reported that in each of the classrooms visited, staff explained 
processes clearly, had high expectations of pupils of all abilities, reinforced good work, deployed 
teaching assistants effectively and made learning desirable and fun. The atmosphere in each room 
was one of calm, focused learning. Pupils were proud of their books, happy to work with partners 
and confident of where they could find helpful strategies to assist learning. They were enthusiastic 
in chatting to visitors about their work. This is testament to the ongoing dedication and hard work 
of all adults and pupils at Selby Abbey School. 
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Dates for your diary 
 

21 October Harvest Festival 1.30pm at Selby Abbey and then break up for half-term 
31 October 8.45am School re-opens 
1 November 3.30-6.30pm year 3 and year 5 parent consultations 
2 November Year 6 parent consultations all day 
2 November 3.30-6.30pm year 3, year 4 and year 5 parent consultations 
3 November year 5 visit to the space centre leaving at 7.30am 
3 November 3.30-6.30pm year 4 parent consultations 
4 November School and pre-school closed due to staff training day 
9 November 11am flu vaccinations for year 1, 2 and 3 
10 November Enterprise afternoon across school 
11 November 11am flu vaccinations for year 1, 2 and 3 
11 November Year 6 attending the Remembrance Service at Selby Cemetery 
16 November Selby cluster cross country final 
16 November Year 6 Castle Museum Visit 
25 November Pantomime performed by M & M Productions in the afternoon 
 

Humanist Visitor in school 
 

On Monday 10th October, children in year 5 had a 
very interesting visit from Brian Quinn, a Humanist 
from the York Humanist Society as part of our RE 
Unit on values. The children had prepared lots of 
questions for Brian such as ‘When did you become 
a Humanist?’ and ‘Would you believe in a God if 
you saw scientific evidence of one?’ The visitor 
was very impressed by the questions that children 
posed and the debate that the children had 
between themselves about his belief system.  

Old school house update 
 

Refurbishment work will be starting over half-term 
and is expected to take approximately six weeks. 
This will free up valuable space in school and 
enable us to set up our Rainbow room for any 
children requiring a quiet and safe space away 
from other children. 

Feedback on our extra-curricular clubs  
 

Children are enjoying our extra-curricular clubs 
which include Young Voices, recorders, digital 
leaders, film club, make and bake, gymnastics 
and other after-school sport. We have also 
received positive feedback from our newly 
created homework club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Attendance Update 
Our school attendance target this year is 97%. At present it stands at 96.4%. Please remember that the 
Department for Education has changed the threshold for persistent absentees to 10%. This means any 
child whose attendance falls below 90% is now considered a persistent absentee. This equates to 7 days’ 
absence before Christmas. Please come and talk to us if you have any worries or questions. Well done to 
Miss Glavocih’s for achieving the highest attendance so far this year and to those classes above 97%.  
Please help every class hit or exceed this target as excellent attendance really helps children’s learning, 
wellbeing and future life chances and watch out for our new attendance board!  

 

Mrs McMullen   93.9% Miss Hull                95.2% Mrs Ward         97.7% Miss Glavocih    98.6% 
Mrs Malcolm     97.6% Miss Conning         98.3% Ms Broxup       96.8% Mrs Cannon       97.4% 
Mrs Sullivan      94.6% Miss Palfreeman    98.1% Mrs Thomson  98.2% Miss Ferguson   94.5% 
Mrs Saunders   94.5% Mrs op den Brouw  94.9%  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


