
SELBY ABBEY CE (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
MUSIC POLICY 

 

 
“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and songs from the spirit. Sing and make 

music from your heart to the Lord”. Ephesians 5:19 
 
 
Rationale  
 

At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School, Music is seen as a universal language that embodies 
one of the highest forms of creativity. We aim to engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of 
music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 
achievement. Children are encouraged to develop a critical engagement with music, allowing 
them to compose and listen to a variety of pieces. We have a practical and enthusiastic approach 
that aims to engage all pupils and encourage them to understand themselves as well as relate to 
others both in school and in the wider community. 
 

 
Characteristics of effective learners in Music 
 

• A rapidly widening repertoire which they use to create original, imaginative, fluent and 
distinctive composing and performance work.  

• A musical understanding underpinned by high levels of aural perception, internalisation and 
knowledge of music, including high or rapidly developing levels of  technical expertise.  

• Very good awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres. 

• An excellent understanding of how musical provenance - the historical, social and cultural 
origins of music – contributes to the diversity of musical styles. 

• The ability to give precise written and verbal explanations, using musical terminology 
effectively, accurately and appropriately. 

• A passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities. 
 

 
Through music in our school we aim to: 
 

• Encourage the development of positive attitudes and enthusiasm towards music 

• Ensure children progress and develop their musical understanding by exploring how music is 
created, produced and communicated, including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and notation. 

• Provide opportunities to perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of 
historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 
and musicians. 

• Teach children to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 
with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately 
and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.  

•  Set tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses. This encourages 
children to work as a team to create pieces that are unique and individual. Skilful questioning 
then encourages them to explore their own ideas at a deeper level.  

• Promote an understanding of the characteristics of a Musician and what opportunities or skills 
these may provide for future employment.   

 
  



The curriculum 
  

• The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of music are outlined in the National 
Curriculum. We follow the statutory programme of study.  

• Our school uses the ‘Charanga’ scheme as the basis for its curriculum planning. While there 
are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each 
teaching unit, the planned progression built into the scheme of work ensures the children are 
increasingly challenged as they move through the school.  

• Weekly singing sessions take place in KS1 and KS2. This allows children to work as part of a 
large ensemble and use the new vocabulary and skills they have acquired.  

• Instrument lessons are available through the North Yorkshire Music hub and information 
regarding this is made available to all pupils. 

• We believe that music enriches the lives of people, and so we wish to involve as many 
children as possible in musical activities. We have a school choir which we encourage all 
children, from year 3 onwards, to join which meets regularly and performs in public on a 
number of occasions throughout the year. 

 
 

Planning and Delivery 
 

• Planning will take place every half term, using the agreed whole school planning format. 
Session outlines and suggested activities can be taken from the music scheme, Charanga. 

• Long term planning for music will be based on the Charanga Scheme of work. Each Year 
group will follow the topics and objectives to be covered.  

• Differentiation of activities will be made from assessment of learning in the weekly/daily 
planning as appropriate to the pupils being taught based upon their prior knowledge, 
understanding and skills. 

• The assessment of knowledge and skills will be planned for as part of the teaching process. 
Summative assessment will take place at the end of each module taught, based on teacher 
assessment. 

• Music will often be blocked and taught during afternoons through an intensive music week. 
This allows quick progression each term and ensures children retain musical knowledge 
throughout each unit.  

• Pupils will have the opportunity to work individually, with a peer or will be organised into small 
groups and encouraged to work co-operatively. The group size will be determined by the age, 
task and ability of the pupils. 

• Pupils will be encouraged to explore a wide range of instruments and recording methods both 
in KS1 and KS2.  

• A music display in the main hall will be used to emphasise and raise the profile of the subject 
within school. When possible, this will be made interactive for pupils to explore. Vocabulary 
will be displayed for use in singing sessions and assemblies along with the composer we are 
focussing on for that particular term.  

 
 
SEND and inclusion  
 
Music at Selby Abbey Primary School is taught across the key stages in ways that enable 
children to access the National Curriculum objectives. All children are given equal opportunities 
with activities matched suitably to their ability in all areas. It is our aim that a wide range of 
activities be planned and organised that will stimulate our pupils’ interests, instil a love of Music 
and make children aware of the contributions made to Music by Musicians. Inclusion is an 
ongoing process where we celebrate diversity and aim to minimise any barriers to learning 
regardless of age, ability, gender, language, social background and ethnicity allowing all children 
to reach their full potential.  



British Values 
 
The music curriculum promotes teamwork as a vital part of all lessons through the use of 
ensemble performance and composition. Mutual respect and tolerance are fundamental parts of 
our ethos regarding audience etiquette. Resilience and the building of self esteem are 
incorporated via the requirement to perform in front of peers and the opportunity to perform in 
front of wider audiences.  
 
 
ICT in Music 
 

• Information and communication technology enhances the teaching of music, where 
appropriate, in all key stages. Children use computer programs to compose music. They are 
able to access the internet to enhance their research skills and listen to a range of musical 
styles, as well as it providing useful shots to create soundtracks for. They are able to record 
their own compositions using a variety of technology such as sound tins and dictaphones, 
enabling them to return to their work and make edits and improvements 

• Apps have been uploaded onto the i-pads to provide the opportunity to layer a variety of 
sounds and compose a soundtrack or piece of music.  

• ICT in music also helps to develop more independence and can provide an excellent 
extension and challenge for more talented pupils, whilst supporting others where necessary 

 
 
Assessment 
 

• Teacher assessment is incorporated into class teachers' termly and weekly planning. We 
assess children's knowledge and understanding by questioning, listening and observation of 
performance in class as an on-going process. Evidence may be on paper, on display or 
shown as models. Recorded performances (audio or video) are excellent means of keeping 
evidence within this subject 

• Progress is recorded using the learning objectives for the new curriculum. Children’s subject 
knowledge, understanding and level of competence are assessed throughout each session 
and will be recorded as beginning, secure and exceeding. 

• In Foundation Stage, KS1 and KS2 assessment is ongoing as observations inform next steps. 
Evidence is collected throughout the year via recordings, notation and photographs. 

• Information on a child’s progress in music will be communicated to parents in the written 
report once yearly 

• Judgements made in previous years are always available to current teachers to ensure 
continuity and constant progression. 
 

 
Resources 
 

• All musical resources are now stored in the Music Room. Each box is labelled for ease of use 
and teachers are able to access this at all times. Unsupervised children should not be allowed 
to collect resources. 

• Staff should notify the co-ordinator of any extra resources required, of any breakages or 
losses that occur and of any new materials, CD ROMs, books, DVDs etc that might prove 
useful. 

• All staff teaching music have an individual login to Charanga to access planning and 
resources that are individually tailored to each session.  

• CD’s and music books to support the inclusion of music in assembly are stored in the main 
hall. Links to useful websites have also been saved to the main computer.  



• The Music Room is available for any extra music tuition or small group session. All musical 
vocabulary is displayed to encourage its use in a practical setting. 

• A collection of ideas for delivering certain aspects of the new curriculum has been shared with 
staff and placed on the staff server within school.  

 
 
Visits and visitors 
 

• Visits are warmly welcomed for links with topics to provide engagement for children.  

• Local music groups are regularly invited into school to encourage music as an extra-curricular 
activity. 

• The local high schools visit with their orchestra to demonstrate the importance of dedication 
and commitment. This also provides children with the chance to experience live music.  

• Music tutors from the North Yorkshire music Hub come into school to deliver instrument 
tuition. More information on this can be obtained from the music co-ordinator.  

 
 
Monitoring and evaluation  
 
The work of the subject leader involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of music, being 
informed about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction 
for the subject in the school. Pupil outcomes will be monitored through observation of teaching, 
monitoring of medium term plans, pupil and staff interviews, samples of children’s work and 
analysis of data and an annual self-evaluation summary will capture progress and next steps.  
 
 
The policy should be read alongside our Equalities scheme, dyslexia statement and other 

relevant policies including our Teaching and Learning policy, Feedback and Marking policy and 

Assessment policy. 
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Chair of Governors 

 

If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, large print or 

audio, please ask us. 

 

 

 

Aby otrzymać te informacje w innym języku lub formacie, np. w alfabecie brajla, w wersji dużym 

drukiem lub audio, prosimy się z nami skontaktować 


