
SELBY ABBEY CE (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
GEOGRAPHY POLICY 

 

 

Geography is concerned with the study of places, the human and physical processes 
which shape them and the people who live in them. 
 
Geography helps pupils make sense of their surroundings and the wider world.  

 

This policy was reviewed in May 2016 by Sarah Conning, subject leader. The policy of the school 
is to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum based on the new creative curriculum for our 
school. Wherever possible the work is to be incorporated into a thematic approach to planning. 
 

Genesis 1:1 ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.’ 
 
 
Rationale 
Geography is a valued part of the National Curriculum. It provides a means of exploring, 
appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography 
explores the relationship between the Earth and its people.  
Geography stimulates curiosity and imagination and we aim to build upon the child’s ‘personal 
geography’ by developing geographical skills, understanding and knowledge through studying 
places and themes.  
Geography encourages children to learn through experience particularly through fieldwork and 
practical activities. 
 
Characteristics of effective learners in Geography have:  

• An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like 

• An excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected 
and how much human and physical environments are interrelated 

• An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary 

• Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use 
effective analytical and presentational techniques. 

• The ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain findings 

• Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in interpretations and 
representations of the subject matter 

• Highly developed and frequently utilised fieldwork and other geographical skills and techniques 

• A passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about the 
world and the people who live there 

• The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and 
understanding about current and contemporary issues in society and the environment 

 
Through Geography we aim to:  

• Inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with 
them for the rest of their lives 

• Equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 
processes 

• Develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the interaction 
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and 
environments 

• Acquire Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills  
 
 
 



The Curriculum 
In Key Stage 1 these focus areas can be taught in the following teaching units: 

• The UK and local area 

• The world and its continents and oceans 

• A small area of a contrasting non-European country  

• Weather patterns in the United Kingdom 

• Hot and cold areas of the world. 

• Physical and human geography 
 
Key Stage 2 these focus areas can be taught in the following teaching units:  

• The local area  

• A region of the United Kingdom  

• A region of a European country  

• A region within North America 

• A region within South America  

• The geography of the world  

• Physical and human geography 
 
 
Planning and delivery 
Planning is carried out on two levels:  

• Long term planning of topics covered shown in a curriculum web  

• Medium / short term planning  
 
In order to achieve the objectives of the Geography Curriculum, the subject is taught either as an 
isolated topic or is integrated with other subjects through a half termly or termly topic and other 
subjects are linked in with it. 
In lessons a variety of approaches will be used to ensure continuity and progression. Lessons will 
include a blend of whole class teaching, group work and individual work.  
Learning activities may consist of Groups, usually of mixed ability or differentiated tasks, and a 
chance for groups to communicate findings in a variety of ways including the use of ICT. 
 
 
SEND and inclusion 
Within a class there will be a wide range of abilities, from those who are more able to those who 
have special educational needs. The class teacher will provide differentiated activities for the 
children through task, outcome and resources and the support given to meet the needs of the 
individual. 
 
 

 

British Values 
Pupils learn about British values through geography lessons by exploring how places have 
changed. This helps pupils understand the complex ways in which communities and societies are 
linked and to appreciate the diversity of people’s backgrounds. Geography also helps pupils to 
understand society better, for example learning about less economically developing countries 
and more developed countries.  
 
 
ICT in Geography 
ICT will be used in various ways to support teaching and motivate pupils’ learning. ICT involves 
the computer, and audio visual aids, CD-ROMs and DVD’ and digital map referencing software. 
The class set of laptops and whole school set of iPads may be used to enhance lessons and 
enable children to find information off the internet and other programs to support their learning. 
 
 
 



Assessment 
Assessment will be in line with the school assessment policy and teachers will use the 
assessment objectives for Geography in order to make their judgements. 
Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term and long term. 
These assessments will be used to inform teaching in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching 
and assessment. Short term assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check pupil 
understanding and give information, which will help teachers to adjust day to day lesson plans.  
Medium term assessments will take place after each unit from the Scheme of Work has been 
completed.  
Long term assessments will take place towards the end of the school year to assess and review 
pupil’s progress and attainment. These assessments will be drawn from teacher assessment and 
records and medium term plan assessments. This will be passed on to the pupil’s next teacher in 
line with the school’s non-core assessment procedure. 
 
 
Resources 
The subject leader is responsible for managing and monitoring resources for Geography.  
Wherever possible, teachers should be enhancing children’s learning through real life 
experiences and practical activities. 
The resources available include: reference books, textbooks, teacher prepared materials, 
pictures, photographs, maps and atlases, use of ICT (Google maps etc)  
Resources will be kept in the Geography resource area and sometimes in classrooms. 
 
Visits and visitors 
We believe children benefit from first hand experiences of geography. We encourage visits to 
places of geographical interest and other places to view physical and human features.  
 
 
Monitoring and evaluation 
The Geography Subject Leader will: 

• Develop policy 

• Produce an annual summary statement for staff, governors and the School Improvement Plan 

• Monitor the teaching and learning of Geography throughout the School 

• Manage and organise resources to support staff deliver a creative curriculum 

• Identify internal and external CPD opportunities for staff based on their specific needs 

• Keep up to date with new developments in Geography 
 
 
The policy should be read alongside our Equalities scheme, dyslexia statement and other 
relevant policies including our Teaching and Learning policy, Feedback and Marking policy and 
Assessment policy. 
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Agreed by staff:  July 2016 

 
Agreed by Governors: 11 July 2016 

 
Review date:   Summer 2018  

 
Signed:   John Weetman (chair of governors) 

 



 

If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, 

large print or audio, please ask us. 

 

 

 
Aby otrzymać te informacje w innym języku lub formacie, np. w alfabecie brajla, w wersji dużym 

drukiem lub audio, prosimy się z nami skontaktować. 


