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SELBY ABBEY CE (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ENGLISH POLICY 

 
 

Introduction 
 

High priority is given to teaching Literacy skills at Selby Abbey Primary School as we recognise that 
it forms the basis for effective communicating and learning in all subjects. Speaking and listening, 
reading and writing are integrated into all areas of the curriculum.  
 

The school is committed to raising standards of literacy for all its children and to enable all children 
to achieve to their full potential. The school promotes equality of opportunity to access the English 
curriculum. 
 
 

Staff Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Subject Leader 

• To monitor and evaluate the delivery of the curriculum in accordance with the school’s policy 

• To support other members of staff 
Class Teacher 

• To plan, teach and assess the English Curriculum for all children in their class 

• To liaise with RWI leaders to monitor progress of children within their class  
RWI Leaders 

• To lead RWI sessions in accordance with the agreed guidelines (refer to Appendix A) 

• To liaise with class teachers and RWI lead regarding progress of children within their group 
 
 

Aims and Values 
 

Children should: 

• Be able to demonstrate the essential characteristics of writing, reading, speaking and 
listening as set out in the new Primary Curriculum for English. 

• Work towards the key objectives in each year group in a range of contexts and across 
different curriculum areas.    

• Be able to work in pairs, groups and individually to encourage interaction and discussion. 

• Read widely for enjoyment, interest, understanding and study.  

• Be able to evaluate and justify their reading preferences and develop critical awareness. 

• Communicate effectively and confidently in writing and speech in a wide variety of forms 
appropriate for different purposes and audiences. 

• Write in a range of genres in fiction, non-fiction and poetry, using imagination, inventiveness 
and critical awareness. 

• Plan draft, revise and edit their own writing. 

• Use their knowledge of phonics, grammar, punctuation and text structure in writing.  

• Be confident spellers, able to attempt unfamiliar words using a variety of strategies. 

• Have a fluent and legible handwriting style, following the school policy. 

• Be exposed to and involved in a variety of drama techniques to stimulate enthusiasm and 
promote interactive learning styles. 

 

We will provide: 

• A rich language environment which not only stimulates and supports each child’s language 
development, but also reflects the rich and diverse society that we live in. 

• An integrated and cross curricular programme for English teaching following the new primary 
curriculum which ensures a broad and balanced range of experiences for every child, 
catering for visual, aural and kinaesthetic learners. 

• Well planned units of work based on ongoing assessment for learning that ensure continuity, 
progression and differentiation. 
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Organisation and Management  
Literacy is taught throughout the school on a daily basis, based on objectives from the new Primary 
Curriculum for English together with the Read Write Inc. programme of phonics and reading in KS1. 
Literacy activities are actively planned for children to apply their basic skills in other curriculum 
subjects, providing a broad and balanced curriculum across all stages.  
 
Spoken Language 
The National Curriculum states that pupils should be ‘taught to speak clearly and convey ideas 
confidently in Standard English’. The development of effective speaking and listening skills is seen 
as key to developing good general English skills. A range of strategies are used to support the 
development of spoken language including talk frames, adults providing a good model and teaching 
the difference between standard and non-standard forms.  Speaking and listening is planned for 
within Literacy and Guided Reading sessions. In addition, children are given regular opportunities to 
apply these skills in cross curricular learning.  
 
Reading  
The 2014 Curriculum divides reading skills into two dimensions: 

• Word reading/ decoding 

• Comprehension 
Both of these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition of both sets of skills 
through a variety of methods. We recognise that these areas are clearly linked to the other aspects 
of English learning: speaking and listening, writing, grammar and vocabulary.  
 
In Key Stage 1, children work in small, homogenous groups to develop phonic and reading 
comprehension skills each day, following the plans provided in the Read Write Inc. scheme. The 
Comprehension Programme is taught to children who have completed the RWI programme. Sight 
words are also taught alongside phonics. 
 
In KS2 Guided Reading takes place daily outside of the literacy session and is based on a rotation 
during the week within the class. Children are grouped according to ability and when not working 
directly with the class teacher or teaching assistant are given a purposeful activity to do 
independently. A very small number of children in Key Stage 2 also continue to access the Read 
Write Inc. programme to support their needs in learning to read. This either takes place within 
differentiated guided reading sessions, additional intervention groups or where appropriate children 
join a group in KS1.  
 
In addition to the teaching of phonics and reading every class is read to by their teacher regularly. 
This could either be a single story or a longer text which is read over a period of time. All children 
take home a reading book appropriate to their stage of development. All classes have access to the 
library to encourage reading for pleasure.  
 
Writing 
The 2014 Curriculum divides writing skills into two dimensions: 

• Transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

• Composition (articulating ideas in speech and writing) 
We recognise that both of these elements are essential to success and both dimensions are 
incorporated into weekly planning.  
 
In KS1 there is a dedicated writing session each morning where writing composition and 
transcription skills are taught. Talk for Writing is regularly used as a teaching strategy and is 
incorporated each half term focusing on either fiction or non-fiction. Additional Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (SPAG) sessions are taught as discrete sessions in an afternoon where appropriate. 
Specific opportunities are then planned for children to directly apply these skills using marking 
ladders tailored to each year group where key grammar terminology can be reinforced. Handwriting 
is taught regularly in short bursts following the school handwriting policy. Cross curricular 
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opportunities are planned for children to apply their writing skills in meaningful contexts during 
themed work. Children have access to word mats, for example common exception words and topic 
specific vocabulary, to aid their independent writing. Marking ladders are used in an age-appropriate 
way to support self, peer and teacher assessment and target setting.  
 
In Key Stage 2, units of work are planned with reference to the new primary curriculum for English 
incorporating writing composition and transcription skills. Structured long term planning in lower KS2 
and upper KS2 ensures that units of work link with themed work and allow for progression. Talk for 
Writing is regularly used as a teaching strategy. Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) is 
taught in discrete sessions. Specific opportunities are then planned for children to directly apply 
these skills using marking ladders tailored to each year group where key grammar terminology can 
be reinforced.  Handwriting is taught regularly in short bursts following the school handwriting policy. 
Cross curricular opportunities are planned for children to apply their writing skills in meaningful 
contexts during themed work. Word mats and age-appropriate prompts are provided to support the 
development of independent writing. Children use marking ladders with increasing independence to 
support self and peer assessment and to set targets.  
 
Spelling 
Spelling is taught discretely and as an integral element of literacy. Spellings are taken from the 
National Curriculum objectives and word lists. Children are given spellings each week appropriate to 
their age and ability and are actively encouraged to learn spellings and related rules using a variety 
of strategies. Each classroom has a spelling wall to model different spelling strategies and to aid 
independence in spelling.  
 
Punctuation and Grammar 
Punctuation and grammar skills are taught discretely with opportunities planned for children to apply 
and consolidate their understanding in supported and independent writing. Teachers and support 
staff use the terminology that is set out in the Primary Curriculum for each year group. Marking 
comments should also specifically refer to age appropriate terminology where appropriate. In KS2 
children will begin to understand the grammatical function of different types of words within a 
sentence.  
 
Vocabulary Development 
The National Curriculum makes clear that learning vocabulary is key to ‘learning and progress 
across the whole curriculum’ since it allows pupils to access a wider range of words when writing 
and for them to understand and comprehend texts efficiently.  
We actively teach vocabulary development in a progressive way and encourage children to make 
links from known words. Subject-specific words are introduced and used across the curriculum. We 
encourage vocabulary development through: 

• Spelling lists  

• Key words linked to topics 

• Using dictionaries and thesauruses 

• Modelling precise vocabulary choices in oral and written activities  
 
Foundation Stage 
In Reception teachers support children’s learning in speaking, understanding and listening, being 
read to and beginning to read and write. They also give children the confidence, opportunity, 
encouragement and support to use the skills in a range of situations and for a range of purposes. 
Planning is linked to the E.Y.F.S. prime areas of learning. 
 
All children receive: 

• Daily phonic sessions, commencing at the beginning of the autumn term 

• Weekly Big Talk and Big Write 

• Writing sessions, including Talk for Writing  

• Opportunities to develop literacy skills within every area of provision 
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Booster Groups  
 

Children requiring additional booster sessions to enable them to make good progress and reach 
age related expectations are identified by class teachers and the SLT using ongoing and half termly 
tracking data. Boosters will focus on specific targets and gaps in learning identified from Classroom 
Monitor. Each half term the RWI leader identifies children requiring additional 1-1 tutoring. Progress 
is tracked carefully by the RWI leader and class teachers to ensure impact. 
 
Children with additional needs  
 

Children work towards the key objectives for their year group as set out in the new Primary 
Curriculum for English with provision adapted as appropriate. They also work on set targets, which 
are indicated on their provision map. Daily plans detail specific learning objectives and progress is 
monitored and evaluated regularly.  
 
Assessment and Target Setting  
 

Sound and consistent assessment for all children should be based on a strong and purposeful 
range of learning and teaching strategies. It is vital that there is a strong correlation between 
outcomes of assessment, target setting, planning and learning and teaching. 
 
Continuous feedback is given to children orally within class. In KS1 and KS2 marking ladders are 
used to support individual, peer and teacher assessment and to set targets. 
 
In KS1 each child completes an individual Rising Stars reading assessment each half term and a 
SPAG assessment. Progress in recognising common exception words and applying phonic skills 
are also tracked. In KS2 children complete an individual Rising Stars reading assessment or 
equivalent and a SPAG assessment each half term. Judgements in writing are based on a variety of 
samples from a range of contexts, including cross curricular writing. 
 
Progress is tracked using Classroom Monitor and is updated each half term. Assessment is focused 
on key performance indicators and key objectives. Progress is monitored carefully by class teachers 
and the SLT to inform future teaching and interventions. 
 
All children throughout school who are in a RWI group are assessed each half term by the RWI 
leader. This information is used to decide groupings for the following half term and any children 
requiring 1-1 input are identified. Progress of all children is monitored closely within each half term 
and changes to groupings are made as necessary to maximise achievement.  
 
The school regularly holds moderation meetings to ensure the consistency of outcomes between 
year groups, within phases, across the school and with local schools. This ensures that everyone 
has a good understanding of progress and attainment in each phase. 
 
 
The Learning Environment  
 

Each classroom has a Literacy learning wall and resources to promote independent learning. The 
writing wall is clearly visible to all children and useful as an aid to support independent working. It 
should make reference to the essential characteristics of reading and writing and clearly display 
appropriate terminology for each year group. Each classroom will also have a spelling wall 
displaying weekly spellings and a range of spelling strategies.  
 
The policy should be read alongside our Equalities scheme, dyslexia statement and other relevant 
policies including our Teaching and Learning policy, Feedback and Marking policy, Handwriting 
policy and Assessment policy. 
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Agreed by Staff:     July 2016   
 
Agreed by Governors: 11 July 2016 

 
Review Date:   Autumn 2019 or earlier if necessary 
 
Signed:   John Weetman 
 

Chair of governors 
 

 

 

If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, large 

print or audio, please ask us. 

 

 

 
Aby otrzymać te informacje w innym języku lub formacie, np. w alfabecie brajla, w wersji 

dużym drukiem lub audio, prosimy się z nami skontaktować 
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Appendix A 
Agreed Read Write Inc. Guidelines  

 

• Stick to the adapted programme (either 3/4 day programme depending on the colour level) 

• Follow the 5 principles: Pace, Praise, Purpose, Participation and Passion (see p12-15 of 
Phonic Handbook) 

• Don’t be a partner yourself (even if group has an odd number of children) 

• Use the agreed management signals, e.g. MTYT, 1.2.3, hand out for stop 

• Start the first part of the session on the carpet and move to tables when ready to read 
book/write (children in KS2 do not need to spend the first part of the session on the carpet) 

• Handwriting will be taught separately in writing skills sessions  

• Assessment: leaders to use post it notes to write initials of children who are achieving well or 
who need monitoring carefully and send to class teacher  

• Class teachers need to monitor reading and writing progress carefully in reading and writing 
across the curriculum  

• Use props when introducing the books to bring the stories to life 

• Children will be assessed each half term by the RWI leader. The assessments will be 
analysed to inform RWI groups for the following half term 

• Any children needing 1-1 support will be identified by the RWI leader each half term 

• Letter names should be taught in Foundation Stage and revised in Year 1 (This should be 
done at a different time to RWI to avoid confusion) 

• Marking should follow the school policy and be simple and immediate (focus on greens and 
pinks related to learning objective for the session) 

• Keep referring to speed chart in non-core teaching to reinforce application of sounds 

• Children should not move onto a different level without consultation with the RWI leader 

• Letter formation should be taught following the RWI programme 

• When displaying word cards remember to ‘spread the red, stack the green’ 

• Pointing sticks should be used by partners  

• Plan opportunities for Fred Talk throughout the day  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


