
 

SELBY ABBEY CE (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ART AND DESIGN POLICY 

    

‘He placed the lights in the sky to shine on the earth Genesis.’ 1:17 

 

At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School our Art and design policy aims to provide 

opportunities for pupils to be creative and learn in a creative way.   We have a firm belief that to 

enhance and enrich all pupils’ learning, we must be fully committed to the Arts curriculum. Our 

vision is for pupils to express themselves and explore as many techniques and skills as 

possible. We want them to communicate their ideas through talk, paint, drawing, sculpture, 

printing, collage and textiles.  

 

 ‘Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes and is about knowing which ones to keep’ 

 

Characteristics of an Artist  

 

At Selby Abbey we aim to develop pupils’ creative skills and their skills as an artist. The key 

characteristics are: 

• The ability to use visual language skilfully and to express emotions, interpret 

observations, convey insights and accentuate their individuality. 

• The ability to communicate fluently in visual and tactile form. 

• The ability to draw confidently and adventurously from observation, memory and 
imagination. 

• The ability to explore and invent marks, develop and deconstruct ideas and 
communicate perceptively and powerfully through purposeful drawing in 2D, 3D or 
digital media. 

• An impressive knowledge and understanding of other artists, craft makers and 
designers. 

• The ability to think and act like creative practitioners by using their knowledge and 
understanding to inform, inspire and interpret ideas, observations and feelings. 

• Independence, initiative and originality which they can use to develop their creativity. 

• The ability to select and use materials, processes and techniques skilfully and 
inventively to realise intentions and capitalise on the unexpected. 

• The ability to reflect on, analyse and critically evaluate their own work and that of others. 

• A passion for and a commitment to the subject. 
 



 

Through Art we aim to: 

• Develop sensory awareness in pupils and explore visual, tactile and sensory 
experiences that are important to help all pupils gain an insight into the world around 
them.  

• Provide pupils with the opportunity to communicate and develop their visual vocabulary 
and understanding of the visual elements, 

• Help pupils see, feel and express their creative imagination through a variety of 
materials, textures, colours and patterns.  

• Develop pupils’ critical abilities. 

• Develop pupils’ understanding of their own and others cultural heritage. 

• Provide opportunities for pupils to develop artistic techniques through the use of artistic 
media. 

• Foster enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and develop a knowledge of 
significant artists, craftspeople and designers. 

• Acquire knowledge of various art and design techniques and processes.  

• Begin to develop an awareness of the visual and tactile elements including; colour, 
pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and space. 

• Provide a stimulating learning environment where pupils’ work is celebrated.  

• Develop a cross-curricular approach to the use of art and design in all subjects. 
 

Planning and delivery   
Pupils will: 

• Undertake a programme of observational work in which they will record closely what they 
see and what they recall from memory. 

• Undertake imaginative and expressive activities, recording their inner feelings and 
exploring the world of their imagination. 

•   Explore and learn the visual elements of art: line, tone, colour, texture, pattern, form and 
shape. 

•   Become familiar with a range of artists and styles and develop their knowledge of art 
history and capacity to criticise the work of others. 

• Learn a range of skills and techniques, including drawing, painting, printing, sticking, 
modelling and constructing.  The programme will involve work in both two and three 
dimensions and be in a variety of scales. 

 
The curriculum 
The Foundation Stage 
We encourage creative work in the Reception class, as this is part of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. We relate the pupils’ creative development to the objectives set out in the 
Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning. The pupils’ learning includes art, 
music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. This range of experience encourages pupils to 
make connections between one area of learning and another, and so extends their 
understanding. We provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity. The 
activities that they take part in are imaginative and enjoyable.  
 
Key Stages 1 and Key Stage 2 
We give pupils the opportunities within Key Stage 1 to develop the skills necessary to enhance 
their art. They will be able to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their 
ideas, experiences and imagination. Pupils will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of 
art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. They 
will talk about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities. Pupils in Key Stage 2 are able to consolidate their learning by 



 

using the techniques that they were shown in Key Stage 1. They are also given the opportunity 
to explore a wide range of resources and study the work of famous artists and architects in 
detail. Pupils at both KS1/KS2 have sketch books to record their observations, improve their 
mastery of artist skills. They are given opportunities to discuss through their books what they 
think was good and what they could improve.  
 
 

SEND and inclusion 

We ensure that all pupils irrespective of their ability have access to the art and design 

curriculum. The whole school policy on equal opportunities will be adhered to in art activities. 

Every child should be given the opportunity to access the curriculum exploring a range of 

starting points for practical work. Through our teaching, we provide learning opportunities for all 

pupils that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning 

challenges and responding to each child’s individual needs. To reflect the diversity of our 

society, we ensure that pupils have access to the work of artists, artefacts and resources from 

a range of gender, ethnic backgrounds and cultures. 

British Values 

We aim to look at a variety of British artists and designers throughout the pupils’ school life and 

discuss their impact on society, including: David Hockney, William Morris, Clarice Cliffe and 

Bankey. Where possible we will apply the key British values in Art lessons.  

 

ICT in Art 

ICT enhances our teaching of art and design, wherever appropriate, in all key stages. Pupils 

use software to explore shape, colour and pattern in their work. Older pupils collect visual 

information to help them develop their ideas by using digital cameras, scanners, and digitising 

tablets. The pupils also use the Internet, to find out more about the lives and works of famous 

artists and designers. 

 

Assessment  

Art will be assessed continuously against the National Curriculum Attainment Targets. When 
making judgments we will take into account the strengths and weaknesses in performance 
across a range of art and design contexts and over a period of time. We photograph pupils’ 
work and save display pieces that are kept for moderation. We know that when we make a 
judgment we are concerned as much with the process of creation as we are with the final 
piece. We give pupils opportunities to demonstrate their attainment by including in our planning 
opportunities for practical work using a range of media and situations, discussion time and 
written evaluations, paired work and work on a large scale.  Pupils’ standards and achievement 
in Art in the Foundation Stage are assessed in line with the School’s Foundation Stage Policy. 
Assessment in Foundation Stage includes both on-going assessment and marking of pupils’ 
work. The Foundation Stage Profile is used to assess pupils throughout and at the end of the 
academic year. Assessment in Art will be about personal progress and development of skills 
involved rather than how good a piece of work is.  
 



 

Resources 

Each classroom will have an appropriate range of basic tools. The majority of our art resources 

are housed in a store cupboard. Pupils should be taught about the safe and sensible use of 

tools, equipment and materials. They should be made aware of any risks associated with them 

to ensure both the health and safety of themselves and others, at all times. 

 

Visit and visitors 

We believe pupils benefit from first hand experiences of art and design. We encourage visits to 

galleries and other places to view art work and where possible visits to school from artists and 

designers.  

 

Monitoring and evaluation 

The Art co-ordinator will monitor and evaluate the delivery of the curriculum and to support 

other members of staff. They will also collect samples over a range of areas, using different 

techniques and media.  

The class teacher will deliver the curriculum and ensure breadth, balance, continuity and 

progression. They will display examples of pupils’ work to celebrate achievement and enhance 

the environment of the school. They will ensure health and safety requirements are met. 

The policy should be read alongside our Equalities scheme, dyslexia statement and other 

relevant policies including our Teaching and Learning policy, Feedback and Marking policy and 

Assessment policy. 
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If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, large print or 

audio, please ask us. 

 

 

 

Aby otrzymać te informacje w innym języku lub formacie, np. w alfabecie brajla, w wersji 

dużym drukiem lub audio, prosimy się z nami skontaktować 


