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 DYSLEXIA STATEMENT 
 At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School, we work together to ensure that all children develop their skills to enable them to enjoy and participate in learning, deal with the challenges they face and have opportunities to be successful. 
 Dyslexia is a learning difference, a combination of strengths and weaknesses which affect the learning process in reading, spelling, writing and sometimes numeracy. People with dyslexia may also have accompanying issues with short term memory, sequencing, and the speed at which they process information. These are skills that everyone needs if they are to learn and work effectively. 
 The BDA recognises that: Some children have outstanding creative skills; others have strong oral skills. Dyslexia occurs despite normal teaching, and is independent of socio‐economic background or intelligence. It is, however, more easily detected in those with average or above average intelligence. 
 As part of the Dyslexia Friendly Schools Initiative here at Selby Abbey School we recognise the strengths of pupils with dyslexia and aim to use them as pathways to learning. We recognise that pupils with dyslexia are likely to experience higher levels of stress than their peers and that this may impact on their learning and emotional well‐being.  
 Governors and senior managers are committed to supporting pupils with dyslexia across the curriculum. Targets aimed at developing expertise in, and understanding of, dyslexia are reflected in the school’s SEN development plan.    
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 All staff recognise compounding factors that may co‐exist with dyslexia. They are familiar with the individual learning styles of children and adopt a range of multi‐sensory teaching approaches. Ongoing training continues to update staff’s skills and understanding. We have high expectations of all children and the achievement of pupils is seen as everybody’s responsibility. 
 Action taken is guided by the school’s SEND Policy. It may include all or some of the following: 
 Appropriate differentiated planning by the class teacher 
 Specific targeted interventions – these will be detailed in the Provision Map 
 Support from a teaching assistant, under the guidance of the class teacher.  

The SENCO will offer support where appropriate. This may include: 
 Regular reviews to determine progress and evaluate effectiveness of 

support 
 Consultation with or referral to the advisory teacher for SPLD/Dyslexia (in 

complex cases) 
 Educational Psychologists are always involved with children who have a 

Statement or Education & Health Care Plan, as well as with those who are 
undergoing Statutory Assessment 

 for an Education & Health Care Plan (to replace Statements from 2014 
onwards) 

   Access to the mainstream Curriculum: 
 Pupils with dyslexia have access to the full, broad and balanced curriculum. 
 All staff are responsible for meeting the needs of pupils with dyslexia and 

have an understanding of implications this has on the subject they co‐
ordinate. 

 Staff use multi‐sensory techniques to facilitate learning. Pupils access the 
curriculum through differentiated tasks, outcomes and resources. Staff 
produce learning materials that are dyslexia friendly. 
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General: 
 Raise pupils’ self-esteem. Reward effort. This is the single most important 

factor in achievement according to pupils themselves. 
 Use the information in the current Provision Map. 
 Give limited instructions at a time. Ask pupils to repeat instructions to you. 

Repeat instructions until s/he can repeat them back. 
 Allow more time for tasks such as getting out books, getting started, 

completing work. This includes practical tasks. 
 Use of routine and structure, in an organized classroom. 
 Use of visual timetables. 

Reading: 
 Do not ask pupils to read aloud without preparation. 
 Teach unfamiliar subject words. 
 Help with study skills such as skimming, scanning, selecting key words. 
 Teachers’ handwriting is legible and worksheets are typed in dyslexia friendly fonts. 

Spelling: 
 Mark written work on content and encourage the use of a wide vocabulary. 
 Correct only a few errors. Do not cover work in pink ink. 
 Teach the spelling of subject specific words. Do not overload pupils. 
 Give all pupils a list of subject specific words to be stuck into their 

exercise books for reference. 
 Have lists of subject specific words in front of pupils. 
 Allow the pupils to read work back to you if you cannot read it. 

Written work: 
 Encourage legible handwriting, but do not expect it to change. 
 Do not ask for work to be written out again unless it is much worse than 

usual. Give opportunities to type and use talk to text. 
 Either give more time, or photocopy notes from another pupil or a ‘parallel’ 

book kept by a TA. 
 Accept less written work. Mind maps, flow diagrams, illustrations. 
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Additional ways of assessing understanding without too much writing: 
 Matching questions to answers 
 True/false statements 
 Sentence matching (‘tops and tails’) 
 Multiple choice 
 Labelling diagrams 
 Categorising 
 Table/grid completion 
 Title – paragraph match 
 Choose to précis 
 Sentence completion 
 Sequencing 

 Special arrangements  Special arrangements can be made for pupils with dyslexia taking school tests – these are called ‘Access Arrangements’.  We aim to ensure smooth transition for pupils with dyslexia between the key stages. 
 This statement should be read alongside all curriculum policies and will have application for other policies that affect stakeholders.   Agreed by Governors:  23 May 2016  Review date:   September 2017 or earlier if necessary 
Signed:    John Weetman (chair of governors) 
  If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, large print or audio, please ask us. 


