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At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School we: 

 Use our best endeavours to make sure that a child with SEND gets the support they need 
 Ensure that children and young people with SEND engage in the activities of the school 

alongside pupils who do not have SEND 
 Have a designated teacher who is responsible for co-ordinating SEN provision – the SEN  

Co-ordinator or SENCO 
 Inform parents when we are making special educational provision for a child 
 Prepare SEN information and make regular presentations to the school governors 
 Have a member of the governing body with specific oversight of the school’s arrangements 

for SEN and disability 
 Ensure school leaders regularly review how expertise and resources are used to address 

SEND; these plans are intended to build the quality of whole-school provision as part of our 
approach to school improvement 

 
What kinds of SEND are provided for at Selby Abbey School? 

We are an inclusive school, welcoming children with a wide range of abilities and special 
educational needs. Broadly children with SEN and some children with disabilities may need 
support in the following areas: 

 Communication and interaction 
 Cognition and learning 
 Social, emotional and mental health 
 Sensory and/or physical needs 

Some children will have medical needs but may not have SEN. Each child with medical needs will 
normally have a healthcare plan that will specify the type and level of support required to meet 
their medical needs. Where children also have SEN, their provision will be planned and delivered 
in a co-ordinated way with their healthcare plan. We will always do our best to meet your child’s 
needs. 

 

What policies do you have to identify children with SEND? How do you assess their needs? 
Who is the SENCO at Selby Abbey School? 

If you have a concern about your child it should be raised with the class teacher. This concern will 
be discussed with the SENCO and Inclusion Team and monitored. There is always an opportunity 
to discuss your concerns with the SENCO or School Home Support Worker. 

The list of children needing additional support is updated every term and all these children have an 
individual provision map. This shows what extra support they are getting in school. This will be 
reviewed with you each term. 

For some children, SEN can be identified at an early age. We have information about children’s 
needs from parents or nurseries before children start school. However, for other children and 
young people difficulties become evident only as they develop. We assess all children from an 
early stage and where progress is significantly slower than that of other children, who start at the 
same point, or where progress does not match previous progress or where a child does not catch 
up or the gap between the child and the other children at the same stage gets wider, we plan 



carefully. Firstly we ensure the child receives high quality teaching that is targeted at their areas of 
weakness. Where progress continues to be less than expected, the class or subject teacher, 
working with the SENCO, will assess whether the child has SEN while informally gathering 
evidence (including the views of the pupil and their parents). A delay in learning and development 
in the early years may or may not indicate a child has SEN. 

Our school SENCO is Lucy Saunders who can be contacted via the school office on 
admin@selbyabbey.n-yorks.sch.uk or on 01757 703817. Together with your child’s class teacher, 
our SENCO can discuss your child’s needs, the support for learning that they are getting, their 
targets and the progress your child is making, in line with national expectations. 
 

How does the school consult with parents whose children have SEND and involve them in 
their child’s education? 

Parents are always welcome to make an appointment to see their child’s class teacher. The 
easiest way to do this is to phone school or visit the school office. Parents are invited to three 
parents evenings each year. Your child’s progress and provision map will be shared with you. 

We hold a variety of sessions for parents – including Stay and Play, phonics ‘Dough Disco’, Paired 
Reading and How to help your child at home events. 

Our School Home Support Worker is also available and appointments can be made with our 
bilingual support worker. 

School consults all parents via an annual questionnaire on wide-ranging issues. 
 

How does school consult with children with SEND and involve them in their education? 

We have a school council and co-opt children with experience of SENDD specific issues for some 
discussions. Our church school ambassadors also represent their class views to the wider school. 
French ambassadors, science ambassadors, digital leaders, blog leaders and play leaders also 
contribute their ideas and views in school. We have an annual pupil questionnaire to hear 
children’s views on a wide range of subjects. Pupils attend consultation sessions every term. 
 

What arrangements are there to assess and review children’s progress towards outcomes? 
How are parents and children involved? 

All children are assessed regularly and are expected to make expected progress. We follow cycles 
of Assessing, planning, doing and reviewing. Our assessments take place every half-term, so we 
are able to track children’s progress very regularly. Special educational provision will be made if 
children are not making adequate progress. Adequate progress can be defined in a number of 
ways. It might, for instance, be progress which: 

 Closes the attainment gap between the child and their year group 
 Prevents the attainment gap growing wider 
 Is similar to that of children starting from the same attainment baseline, but less than that of 

the majority of children 
 Matches or betters the child’s previous rate of progress 
 Ensures access to the full curriculum 
 Demonstrates an improvement in self-help, social or personal skills 
 Demonstrates improvements in the child’s behaviour 
 Demonstrates that a higher level of independence is achieved 

Parents are informed on a termly basis and interventions are recorded alongside additional 
support via the child’s individual provision map. 



What arrangements are made to support children when moving phases in school and 
through education and when preparing for adulthood? 

We have good links with all secondary schools and special schools in the area. All children leaving 
school have a planned transition, which is extended where needed. Children beginning in our 
school have extended transition days to experience the school with and without their parents. 
Children have two days of transition into their new class each year and some individuals have an 
extended or tailored transition if needed. 

If your child is leaving our school, we will contact their new school with relevant information. If your 
child is transferring into our school we will attend any relevant meetings and/or contact the school 
to ensure we have all relevant information. 

All original documentation is kept in school according to statutory guidelines. 
 

What is the school’s approach to teaching children with SEN? 

All teachers set high expectations for every pupil, whatever their progress has been. Potential 
areas of difficulty should be identified and planned for in each lesson. Class teachers should 
remove barriers individuals might face and are responsible for all the children in their class. Where 
children are identified as needing additional support we are able to run evidence-based 
interventions such as Success in Arithmetic, additional Read Write Inc. phonics, pre-teaching and 
Paired Reading. Parents are always encouraged to learn about interventions so that they can help 
their child at home. These may include speech and language programmes and Talk for writing 
ideas. Where parenting advice is needed our School Home Support Worker is always available. 
Some children may need additional support from a specialist who works with the school. Often a 
programme of work will be delivered by the specialist or given to the class teacher. This is 
reviewed and progress is assessed. 
 

What sorts of adaptations are made to the curriculum and learning environment at Selby 
Abbey Primary School? 

All classrooms have visual and/or auditory timetables; all classrooms are dyslexia-friendly. 
Innovative uses of ICT are available for a child needing this approach. This includes specialist 
apps on I pads as well as “low tech” solutions such as sound buttons, writing slopes and a variety 
of pencil grips. The school provision map details a variety of adaptations that are available. 

We have a disabled toilet, where possible slopes instead of steps, an automatic door, disabled 
parking spaces and clear signage. 
 

What sort of expertise is there in Selby Abbey Primary School to support children with 
SEND? How do you make sure training is current and how do you access other specialist 
support? 

Staff have had training in the SEN code of practice, Dyslexia awareness and Dyslexia friendly 
classrooms, Epi-pen training, Diabetes training, Stoma care training, Attachment disorder and 
concurring conditions within the “syndrome mix” training. We have been awarded the ‘Attachment 
Aware’ Schools Award. All staff have had training in emotion coaching. School has gained the 
prestigious Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark. 

We employ a non-class based senior advanced teaching assistant who specialises in specific 
learning difficulties and a non-class based senior learning mentor.  

Regular training updates are given at staff meetings and training days. Where medically based 
training is needed, this is managed through specialist staff coming into school. 



If we feel your child would benefit from outside agency help, we will discuss this with you and 
obtain your informed consent. 

 
How do you evaluate the effectiveness of provision made for children with SEN? 

All children are assessed each half-term and any gaps in their learning are planned for either 
within the classroom or using our quick and timely surgery-style intervention system. Some 
children benefit from an evidence-based intervention programme. These are run in afternoons and 
are targeted after a detailed diagnostic session is reviewed. Some children may benefit from a joint 
approach with parents and sessions in phonics and paired reading are regularly held. 

We are developing an additional assessment system for the small group of children in school who 
have very high needs. This will be following the MAPP system that gives a contextual base to 
progress alongside an academic base. 

We will also work with outside agencies for further specialist advice where needed. 
 

How are children with SEN enabled to engage in activities alongside children who do not 
have SEND? 

All children have access to all activities both in and out of school. For school visits a risk 
assessment is completed after a pre-visit and adaptations are put in place. Parents will always be 
consulted and we will always endeavour to include everyone in the activity or experience. 
 

How are children with SEND supported to improve their social and emotional development? 
What are the pastoral arrangements to ensure children with SEND are listened to and what 
measures are in place to prevent bullying? 

At Selby Abbey School we take children’s wellbeing and emotional development seriously. We 
have had whole school attachment training and undertaken a well-being project with our 
educational psychologist which has been included in an evidence-based research project at Bath 
Spa University. 

We take a team approach to inclusion and children are able to speak to any of our inclusion team 
as well as classroom staff. We also employ a full-time School Home Support Worker who is 
available daily to listen to children. 

Our anti-bullying policy was devised in consultation with children in school. They are clear that 
bullying, particularly of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is unacceptable. 
Our new behaviour policy is based on our Golden Rule: 

“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law of 
the Prophets.” 

In school we will see this lived out as follows: 

 Ready  - Being ready to learn and work hard every day 
 Respectful  - Being honest, kind and polite 
 Safe   - Looking after each other and property 

Our shared Christian values also mean that children in our school support our restorative practice 
and we want all children to get the support they need to be the best they can be. 

 

  



How does the school involve other agencies from health, social care and the voluntary 
sector to help meet the needs of children with SEN and support their families? 

We work with a variety of agencies including: 

SEMH - Barwic Parade – 01757 705591 

Communication and interaction – Thorpe Willoughby – 01757 703996 

Higher Functioning Autism – Holy Family – 01405 860276 

Child Development Centre – York Hospital 

Physiotherapists, Occupational therapists, Speech and language therapists, Vision and hearing 
support teams 

SENDIASS - independent advice for families with children and young people with SEND up to the 
age of 25 – 01609 536923 
 

What if my child needs more support? 

A small number of children may have significantly high needs and may benefit from an Education, 
Health and Care Plan. The local authority will consider a request for an assessment and inform 
parents and young people of their decision. The EHC assessment will involve the school and all 
the specialists who are involved with the child, but most importantly will take on board parents’ 
views and the views of the child or young person themselves. The timetable for responding to the 
request is defined in legislation. Where a plan is agreed by the local authority, information about 
the option of a Personal Budget should be given to the parents and young person. It is possible for 
a child to have an EHP without a full assessment, if it makes sense to better coordinate services. 
EHC plans have to be agreed by the local authority, but are put together by the people who best 
know the child and the plan focuses on the outcomes that services should be working towards for 
the child. Plans must be reviewed every year, but can be reviewed more frequently if necessary. 
Parents can be supported by an independent advocate from the SENDIASS service, who will be 
able to explain the process. Staff in school will also be available to meet with families. 
 

What do I do if I have a complaint? 

We take comments seriously and welcome the opportunity to work with parents and carers when a 
concern is brought to our attention. Please speak in the first instance to the class teacher. Head 
teacher, Jo Jennings and Deputy Head and SENCO, Lucy Saunders are available to meet with 
parents and carers at the earliest possible time to assist in resolving any matter. Please see our 
Complaints Policy. 


