
 

Promoting British Values 
At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

  
 

The Department for Education has reinforced the need “to create and enforce a 
clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental 
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” 

These values are taught explicitly through our 3D PSHE programme, Religious 
Education, robust curriculum and acts of collective worship. 3D PSHE develops 
fully-rounded children who are healthy, sociable and emotionally literate. It 
covers key concepts and skills which support their SMSC (moral, social and 
cultural) education, focusing on Health and Wellbeing, Relationships and Living 
in the Wider World. British Values are at the heart of our programme and helps 
prepare children for life in modern Britain today.  It also helps children develop 
and apply skills and attitudes to allow them to become full and active citizens in 
our wider global community. 

We also teach the British Values through planning and delivering a broad and 
balanced curriculum and carefully selected curriculum themes.  
 



 
At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School these values are reinforced regularly 
and in the following ways: 

 

Democracy: 
 
Democracy is embedded within our school. Children are always listened to by 
adults and are taught to listen carefully and with concern to each other, 
respecting the right of every individual to have their opinions and voices heard. 
Every child contributes their ideas to the composition of their own class charter 
every year. This sets ground rules for classroom conduct and establishes the 
standards of behaviour children can expect from each other over the year 
ahead. Children are encouraged to debate topics of interest particularly when 
using the Picture News resources, take part in mock elections, express their 
views and make a meaningful contribution to the running of the school on 
matters that directly involve them such as improving classroom learning 
environments, tailoring the curriculum to suit their interests, creating an outdoor 
peace garden and helping with jobs at lunchtime. They have the opportunity to 
have their voices heard through class worry boxes, Church ambassadors, play 
leaders, sports ambassadors and school council. Children in each class vote 
for those they want to represent them. Children are consulted and contribute to 
the development of policies, for example, fine-tuning our behaviour, anti-
bullying and feedback policies. All children also complete an annual 
questionnaire which provides them with the opportunity to share their views of 
learning and school life at Selby Abbey and suggest ways in which the school 
could be improved further. Governors also talk regularly to children to establish 
their views as a way of ensuring that school self-evaluation is robust, accurate 
and effective in moving the school forward. 

 
The Rule of Law: 
 
Children are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and 
protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when 
laws are broken. They help create their own class rules within the wider school 
framework. Our school rules, rewards and sanctions are displayed in all 
classrooms, referred to regularly and consistently upheld. Visits from authorities 
such as the Police and Fire Service are regular parts of our calendar and help 
reinforce this message. An excellent workshop from the Youth Magistrates 
Court was appreciated by our older children who took part in a role play that 
illustrated the workings of the Youth Court. 

  



Individual Liberty: 
 
Within school, children are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that 
they are in a safe and supportive environment. As a school we educate and 
provide boundaries for all children to make choices, through provision of a safe 
environment and empowering education. Children are given the freedom to 
make choices about signing up for extra-curricular clubs, choosing the level of 
challenge in some lessons, how they record their learning and deciding what to 
present in acts of collective worship and class presentations. Children are 
supported to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence and 
encouraged to take responsibility for their behaviour. Our pastoral system 
reinforces the importance of making the right choices. Children are encouraged 
to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and 
advised how to exercise these safely, for example through our e-safety 
teaching. Children have key roles and responsibilities in school such as library 
monitors, church school ambassadors, digital leaders, blog leaders, council 
reps, play leaders and science ambassadors.  

 
Mutual Respect and Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs: 
 
As a church school community, mutual respect is at the heart of our vision and 
values. ‘Our vision is to create a happy school family where all children and 
staff become the very best they can be within the context of Christian belief, 
practice and values. Children in our school will develop enquiring minds, 
respect for themselves, others and the environment, resilience and adaptability 
to flourish.’ We all do the best we can to achieve our full potential and respect 
each other as one family of God. Children learn that their behaviours have an 
effect on their own rights and those of others. Children know and understand 
that it is expected that respect is shown to everyone, adults and children. Our 
six core Christian values of community, hope, respect, compassion, service, 
and grace permeate all aspects of school life and improvement planning and 
are supported by our values-led worship time and main hall displays, enabling 
a deep focus on each value every half-term. Children are helped to acquire an 
understanding of, and respect for, their own and other cultures and ways of life. 
We use opportunities including our European Languages Day and Diversity 
Day and global events such as the Olympics and World Cups to study other 
countries alongside links created through our creative and thematic curriculum. 
Staff and children are encouraged to challenge prejudicial or discriminatory 
behaviour and have received training on ‘Valuing All God’s Children’. Links and 
visits are promoted with local faith groups and places of worship. First Holy 
Communion and baptism are celebrated and shared with the whole school. 
Members of different faiths or religions are invited into school to share their 



knowledge and enhance learning and take part in collective worship. Through 
our 3D PSHE, Religious Education and collective worship, children are 
encouraged to discuss and respect differences between people, such as 
differences of faith, ethnicity, disability, gender or sexuality and differences in 
family situations and take part in discussions involving prejudices.  
 


