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Welcome from the Head 
 
Welcome to Selby Abbey Church of England Primary School. We are a 
2-11 school which provides pre-school provision and wrap-round care 
from 7.30am to 6pm during term-time.  My name is Jo Jennings and I 
am privileged to have been Head teacher here since January 2008.  

We are delighted to be recognised as one of the highest performing 
schools in Yorkshire. In our Church School inspection in November 
2014 we were judged outstanding in all areas. We have expanded our 
premises, installed canopies in our pre-school and foundation stage 
outdoor areas and had our key stage 2 playground refurbished. 

We are a friendly, vibrant and inclusive school in Selby town centre, 
committed to developing successful learners, confident individuals and 
responsible citizens within a caring and happy environment. At Selby 
Abbey School our main aim is to achieve the very highest standards of 
educational learning within a caring, exciting and stimulating 
environment based on Christian values. We work hard to ensure all 
pupils achieve their full potential and are dedicated to supporting the 
personal development and wellbeing of all learners within our school. 

I am married with two sons who help me to keep focused on the 
concerns that all parents and carers experience.   With our children, 
staff and governors working together, we do everything we can to 
make school a happy, exciting and safe place for everyone to learn, 
grow and achieve. 

There is a clear vision for the school with our children and their 
learning at the heart of it.   Central to the vision is the belief that 
children learn most effectively in a safe environment where learning is 
fun and linked with real life and inter-related subjects, and when 
parents, carers and school work closely together. 

We hope that this prospectus gives you a flavour of how your child will 
be encouraged to fully develop his or her academic abilities and any 
other special interests. We have an open door policy and encourage 
visits from prospective parents and carers. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

SELBY ABBEY CE (VC) SCHOOL 
VISION AND VALUES 

 
 

SCHOOL VISION 
 
 

Our vision is to create a happy school family where all children and staff 
become the very best they can be within the context of Christian belief, practice 
and values. Children in our school will develop enquiring minds, respect for 
themselves, others and the environment, resilience and adaptability to flourish.  
 
The bible verse that sets our vision in context comes from the words of Jesus: “I have 
come that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 10:10. It is this flourishing in 
the love and grace of God that will enable our children, as one family of God, to be 
wise, hopeful and live well together with dignity and respect in God’s world.  
 

Recognising its historic foundation, Selby Abbey School will preserve and develop its 
religious character in accordance with the principles of the Church of England and in 
partnership with the Parish of Selby Abbey and the Diocese of York. 
 

Selby Abbey School aims to serve our local community, including those of all faiths or 
no faith. We encourage an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, 
and promote Christian values through the experience we offer to all our pupils. 
 
 
AIMS – BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE 
 

As a school family, we aim to: 
 Create a warm, safe and inclusive environment in which all children feel valued 

and grow to fulfil their full potential 
 Encourage the highest possible standards in all we do by supporting every child 

to be the very best they can be 
 Provide a rich, broad and balanced curriculum to engage and excite the 

children 
 Encourage children to reflect and realise their own personal strengths and to 

become curious, independent lifelong learners 
 Develop the highest possible standards of teaching and learning by supporting 

staff and governors with excellent professional development and training 
opportunities 

 Develop strong and effective partnerships between families, school and the 
community to help ensure we provide children with the best possible start in 
which to lead happy and rewarding lives 

 Open a doorway to the world, helping our children to become compassionate, 
tolerant and respectful citizens, ready to make a difference and ready for the 
challenges of the 21st century 

  



We aim to achieve this through our core drivers: 
 

 
Living Faith: giving children confidence to question, 
understand and care 

 
 

Performance & Action: giving children opportunities to shine, 
to love learning and to be successful 

 
 

Enterprise: giving children purposeful challenges so they can 
develop their knowledge and skills in the real world 

 
 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN VALUES 
 

At Selby Abbey School our Christian ethos permeates the daily life of the school. We use 
Christian values to promote and develop children’s spirituality and create an environment 
where all children are valued as individuals and given every opportunity to grow and flourish. 
Our values determine the sort of person we are or become. At our school, we aim to be the 
sort of people that God would want us to be and to treat others in the way we would want 
them to treat us.  
Whilst our school seeks to reflect many Christian values, the following six have been chosen 
as our ‘Core Values’. We believe that an understanding of these values, and integration of 
them into school life, will help to equip our children as they forge relationships within our 
school community, the local community and within society as a whole. Our core values are: 
 
Community 
Community is a core Christian value in our school because we know that together we are 
stronger and can achieve more. 
“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity”. Psalm 133:1 
Our Christian value of community means we understand that all within our school are 
needed and valued and each person is important to the whole community. 
 
Hope 
Hope is a core Christian value in our school because hope gives us energy and supports us 
through difficult times. 
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength”. Isaiah 40:31 
To act with hope is to aspire to greater things, to promote positivity and courageous 
advocacy. 
 
Respect 
Respect is a core Christian value in our school because we believe that all life is precious 
within the image of God and deserves to be valued. 
Within the school we encourage all “to treat others as you would want them to treat you” 
Matthew 7:12 
Our Christian value of respect means living up to the image of God within ourselves, our 
school and in our community. 



Compassion 
Compassion is a core Christian value for our school because the Christian message tells us 
to love thy neighbour as thyself. 
“Finally, all of you, love one another, be compassionate and humble”. Peter 3:8 
To act with compassion means understanding the feelings of others, by putting ourselves in 
their shoes and responding with kindness and support when they need it. 
 
Service 
Service is a core Christian value in our school because we believe we should work for the 
good of others rather than for our own self-interest. 
“Each of you should use whatever gifts you have received to serve others as faithful 
stewards”. 1 Peter 4:10 
Our Christian value of service means understanding that we have a personal responsibility 
to serve our community and wider world. 
 
Grace 
Grace is a core value in our school because the Christian message describes the generosity 
and kindness of Jesus in giving us His life so that we can try to be more like Him. 
Jesus says, “The eldest son was lost but now he has been found”. Luke 15:11-31. This is 
described in the story of the Prodigal Son when a father forgives his son although he was 
seen as undeserving. 
To act with grace is to display unconditional generosity and kindness, to show care for 
others even when you believe they do not deserve it. 
A different Christian value is explored each half-term and used to nurture a sense of awe 
and wonder and to promote an awareness of there being more than yourself in the world. 
We encourage our children to reflect on their role in this world by asking and responding to 
questions of purpose and meaning. We also encourage our children to consider different 
Christian values, in the hope that they develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes required 
to enable them to grow as independent and reflective learners who blossom into respectful 
and caring adults.  
To help prepare children to participate fully in and contribute to life in modern Britain, we 
also actively promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, equality 
of opportunity for all, individual liberty and respect for and tolerance of different faiths and 
religious and other beliefs. 
 
As an Eco School we help children to understand their rights and responsibilities within and 

 beyond the school. 

  



Selby Abbey Pre-School 
 
 
 

Cygnets, our pre-school for two and three-year olds, is 
now part of school. We offer wrap round care between 
8am and 6pm. We provide very high quality care, a 
wonderful indoor and outdoor learning environment and 
friendly, experienced staff for our pre-schoolers and their families.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
When Ofsted made an unannounced visit to inspect Cygnets, they judged 
the quality and standards of the early years provision as good. 
 

Here are some of their quotes: 
 Children benefit greatly from the good links the pre-school has with 

the school where it is sited. 
 All members of staff are friendly and approachable and give high 

priority to providing a safe, happy and secure environment for children 
to play and learn. 

 Staff provide children with a good range of interesting activities. 
Consequently children become motivated learners who make good 
progress in their development. 

 The pre-school is led and managed very efficiently, which ensures the 
requirements of the statutory framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage are met to a good standard. 

 Staff keep parents very well informed about all aspects of the service 
and encourage them to be fully involved in the life of the pre-school. 

 Parents are unanimous in their praise for the pre-school 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For further information please contact the school office on 01757 703817 
who will put you in touch with the Manager or Deputy Manager. 
 
You can also visit Cygnets’ section on our school website 
www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk 
  



What our school children say 

  
This school 
gives you 
memories 
 for life. 

The children 
here are full 
of potential 
and respect. 

When you come 
to this school 
you’ll never want 
to leave. 

This school is 
brilliant because 
of all of us, the 
children and 
teachers. 

This is a place 
that puts a 
smile on your 
face. 

This school 
gives you 
opportunities 
to have skills 
for work. 

It is a special 
place with 
amazing 
teachers and 
lessons that are 
fun. 

Every child gets 
treated fairly 
and has a great 
opportunity to 
learn. 



Joining Selby Abbey School 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children who are four by 31 August and whose birthday falls between 1st 
September and the end of August may attend our Foundation Stage from 
the September of that year.   
 

Parents can request that the date their child is admitted to the school is 
deferred until later in the school year. Parents can also request that their 
child attends part-time until their child reaches compulsory school age. 
Where parents have deferred their child’s entry until later in the school 
year, the place must be held for that child. Parents are not able to defer 
entry beyond the beginning of the term after their child’s fifth birthday or 
beyond the academic year for which the original application was accepted. 
 

Our admission limit for the Foundation year is 56 places. Parents and 
carers considering sending their child to our school are very welcome to 
visit the school.  
Parents of children requesting a place at our school should complete a 
North Yorkshire common application form either by logging onto 
www.northyorks.gov.uk or alternatively you can contact the school 
admissions team on 01609 533679. 
 

We receive a list of students who will be joining us from the Education 
Office and, usually before the Easter holiday, you will be contacted and 
receive further information from the school. During the summer term a 
meeting for parents of new children and their teachers and taster sessions 
will be held in school. An appeals procedure is available for parents who 
are not offered a place for their child or children.  



Admission for children entering a year group from Year 1 to Year 6 should 
be made by completing the “in-year admission” form by logging onto 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/admissions or contacting the school admissions 
team on 01609 533679. Alternatively a paper copy is available at the 
school office. 
 

Where classes are over-subscribed (i.e. where the number of applications 
exceeds the number of places available), places will be allocated using the 
following criteria: 
 

 First, Looked after children and previously looked after children for who 
the school has been expressed as a preference 

 Second, pupils with Education and Health Care Plans naming the school 
 Third, pupils considered by the Authority to have exceptional social or 

medical grounds for admission 
 Fourth, pupils living within the normal area of the school who express it 

as their first preference. Priority is given to those having a sibling at the 
school then those living nearest. 

 Fifth, pupils from outside the normal area of the school. Priority is given 
to those having a sibling at the school then those living nearest.  

 
 
 

 

  



Wrap-Around Care 
 

Wrap-Around care is on offer from 7.30am to 6pm each school day to 
children who attend our school.  We offer a caring, safe and relaxing 
environment for the children. Breakfast Club runs from 7.30am until 
8.45am and includes a healthy breakfast and indoor activities which the 
children can take part in if they wish. There is a small charge for this 
service. 
 
Our After School Club Room runs from 3.10pm until 6pm every school day 
and is set up with different activities for the children to choose from. There 
is always an opportunity to play outside, weather permitting, or to relax if 
that is their choice. A healthy snack is available each evening.  There is a 
small charge for this service also. 

 
  



Hallmarks of our school curriculum 
 
 

1. It is underpinned by our core drivers Living Faith, Performance and 
Action and Enterprise. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. It is an exciting curriculum that secures the highest achievement 
possible and opens up horizons of hope and aspiration. 
 

3. Its flexibility reflects the worth of each person, broadening and 
nurturing individual interests. 
 

4. It provides rich, meaningful experiences and opportunities to create 
lasting memories. 
 

5. It inspires children to learn through academic, creative and hands-on 
experiences linked to the real world. 
 

6. It helps children grow and flourish into responsible, respectful and 
compassionate people in the local community and beyond. 
 

7. The inspiring, creative themes in our curriculum make relevant links 
between subjects and deepen knowledge and skills over time. 
 

8. It encourages collaboration, the sharing of expertise and learning in 
all environments.  
 

9. It empowers children to become successful life-long learners, 
effective communicators and responsible citizens 
 

10. It equips children to develop a ‘can-do’ attitude, take risks, learn from 
their mistakes and be ready for future challenges 

 
 

 



Believe and Achieve at Selby Abbey School 
Our Learning Guarantee 

 
We are committed to developing successful learners, confident individuals and 
responsible citizens within a caring and happy environment. We actively 
promote and develop Christian values and ethos, supported by our unique link 
with The Abbey. 
 
On their Selby Abbey School journey, we guarantee that all children will: 
 
 Be given confidence to question, understand and care (Living Faith) 

 
 Be given opportunities to shine, to love learning and to be successful 

(Performance & Action) 
 

 Be given purposeful challenges so they can develop their knowledge and 
skills in the real world (Enterprise) 
 

 Be seen as individuals and supported in developing strength of character 
 

 Be given learning experiences tailored to their unique needs and interests 
 

 Be supported and challenged to be the best they can be in school and life 
beyond school 
 

 Be able to take part in artistic, musical and sporting activities within school 
and with other schools 
 

 Be able to learn a modern foreign language 
 

 Be able to explore and understand our own and different cultures on a local, 
national and international scale 
 

 Be able to have a voice, share their talents, and have opportunities to lead 
 

 Be given the opportunity to experience regular educational visits and other 
outdoor and adventurous pursuits 

  



Our Curriculum 
 

When children join us in Reception they follow the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Framework which covers the following seven areas of learning: 
 

 Communication and language development 
 Physical development 
 Personal, social and emotional development 
 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the world 
 Expressive arts and design 

 
 
Communication and language development 
 

involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language 
environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 
themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations 

    



Physical development 
 

involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and 
interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control and movement. 
Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical 
activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal, social and emotional development 
 

involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and 
others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to 
develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand 
appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own 
abilities.  



Literacy 
 

Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and 
letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a 
wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written 
materials) to ignite their interest. 
 
 

 
 
Mathematics 

 

involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their 
skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple 
addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, space and 
measures.    



Understanding the world 

 

involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about 
people, places, technology and the environment.   
 
 

 
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

 
 
Expressive arts and design 

 
 

involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media 
and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for 
sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in 
art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.   



From Year 1 until the end of Year 6 we follow the new National Curriculum as 
detailed on our school website www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk . Here is a 
brief overview. 
 
English 
 
We teach children to use 
language as effectively as they 
can in a wide variety of 
situations. We use Read Write 
Inc. phonics and Talk for writing 
to help children learn to read 
and write. 
 
Children are introduced to many 
types of literature including 
fiction, non-fiction  
and poetry and will be 
encouraged to read widely.  
 
Our aim is that all our pupils will be able to: 
 Read, write, speak and listen with confidence, fluency and understanding 
 Be able to use and apply a range of reading skills to monitor their reading  

and correct their own mistakes 
 Understand and use their knowledge of phonics and spelling to read and 

spell  
accurately 

 Have fluent and legible handwriting 
 Have an interest in words and their meanings and develop a growing  

vocabulary 
 Know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres and understand 

and be familiar with some of the ways in which narratives are structured 
through ideas such as setting, character and plot 

  Understand, use and write a range of nonfiction texts 
 Plan, draft and revise their own writing 
 Have access to suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand 

and discuss their reading and writing 
 Be interested in books, read with enjoyment and evaluate and justify their 

preferences 
 Through reading and writing, develop their powers of inventiveness and 

critical awareness 
 
School is well resourced with a good range of books, a newly refurbished 
school library. 



Maths 
 

We help children develop their knowledge and understanding of 
mathematics in an enjoyable way, but one which will also help prepare 
them for adult life. We use SMIRFS, Sumdog and mentoring to help them 
master the basic skills in mathematics and become fully numerate. Our 
children are given the opportunity to work in groups, in pairs with talking 
partners and individually, using a variety of resources. 
 

 
Children are encouraged to cooperate within a group and to discuss the 
task in hand by thinking and planning, trying, observing and checking.  
 
We aim for all our pupils to: 

 Have a sense of the size of a number and where it fits into the 
number system 

 Know by heart number facts such as number bonds, multiplication 
tables, doubles and halves 

 Use what they know by heart to figure out answers mentally 
 Calculate accurately and efficiently, both mentally and with pencil and 

paper, drawing on a range of calculation strategies 
 Recognise when it is appropriate to use a calculator, and be able to 

do so effectively 
 Make sense of number problems, including non-routine problems, 

and recognise the operations needed to solve them 
  



 Explain their methods and reasoning using correct mathematical 
terms 

 Judge whether their answers are reasonable and have strategies for 
checking them where necessary 

 Suggest suitable units for measuring, and make sensible estimates of 
measurement 

 Explain and make predictions from the numbers in graphs, diagrams, 
charts and tables. 

 
 

Science 
 

Through our Science curriculum we give children the experience of a wide 
range of practical work as well as developing scientific skills and attitudes.  
Science helps children to understand more about the world around them 
and encourages them to question aspects that they don’t understand. 
Children are given an awareness of the role and importance of science in 
everyday life together with a consideration of the part that science has 
played in the 
development of everyday items. 
 
Our children are also given the opportunity to consider ways in which living 
things and the environment need protection. 
 
 

 



Religious Education 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Religious Education is an integral part of the curriculum. Many aspects of religious 
belief are studied at various stages through the school. All religions are celebrated 
and valued. Children learn about religion and from religion. Clergy from the parish of 
Selby Abbey regularly support RE lessons in school and children visit Selby Abbey to 
help bring their RE learning to life. 
 

  



Collective Worship 
 

Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School is an Anglican school whose 
collective worship was originally based on the trust deed and now 
encapsulated in the Diocesan ethos statement. School worship is 
consistent with the faith and practice of the Anglican Church. It is based on 
the foundations and principles of the Church of England and is inclusive of 
those of all faiths or no faith. 
 
We aim to: 

 Lay foundations for and to foster the spiritual development of our 
children 

 Assist and to encourage children to encounter Christian life and 
worship 

 Help children understand Christian beliefs and values, nationally and 
internationally, and some features of the Biblical and historical 
significance of the Christian faith 

 Create in children, an awareness of the rich diversity of religious 
beliefs and practice in our society today 

 Encourage children to question faith and beliefs 

 Offer opportunities to worship God 
 Offer space for reflection, prayer, meditation and silence 

 
 
 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The school community collects together. We acknowledge that staff and 
pupils come from a variety of backgrounds and, therefore, do not assume 
that everyone will respond in the same way, but accept that there will be 
different attitudes, responses and levels of awareness. 
 
Worship has to do with worth and worthiness. It includes awe, wonder, 
reverence, thanksgiving and praise. We use hymns, prayers, music, 
displays and drama as appropriate during worship and encourage children 
to be still and reflect on the meaning of the theme. We are interpreting 
“worship” in a broad sense and so our approach is varied. 
 
The majority of our children belong to the Christian tradition but, since we 
live in a multi-faith society, there will be occasions when material from 
other religious traditions will be included. However, the majority of our 
themes each term will be Christian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Together we have created a fabulous peace garden which was formally 
opened and blessed by Archbishop Sentamu. It is a place where children 
can sit and read or enjoy some quiet time and which is also used for 
learning outside the classroom. 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily worship takes place at different times and is supported by our active 
Church School Ambassadors. A weekly whole-school act of collective 
worship is held every Monday. Several times a year, pupils attend a 
service for the school in Selby Abbey. Worship takes place for every child 
every day. 
 

Arrangements for withdrawal 
Parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from RE and/or 
collective worship. However, it is not possible to separate the child from 
the Christian ethos of the school.  



Computing 
 

All classes have access to I-pads, laptops and net books within their 
classrooms which are linked to the Intranet as well as the World Wide Web 
which is filtered and protected for our children. We have class blogs, a 
school Face book page and website which is updated regularly 
www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
We teach Computing as a discrete subject as well as encouraging our 
children to use and develop their ICT skills across all other subjects. 
 

Our aim is to provide children with the skills to live in the 21st century and 
we are constantly updating our facilities to ensure our children have 
access to the best there is. 

  



Art and design 
 

Through Art and design our children are encouraged to develop their 
creativity and imagination. Children are encouraged to build on skills to 
develop their control of materials, tools and techniques. We develop our 
children’s critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art, craft and 
design in different times and cultures. 
Our aim is for children to become more confident in using visual and tactile 
elements and materials and processes to communicate what they see, feel 
and think. 
 
 



History 
 

Through History our pupils learn about significant people, events and places 
from both the recent and more distant past. They learn about change and 
continuity in their own area, in Britain and in other parts of the world. 
Our learners look at History in a variety of ways, for example from political, 
economic, technological and scientific, social, religious, and cultural 
perspectives. They use different sources of information to help them investigate 
the past both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical vocabulary to 
describe events, people and developments. They also learn that the past can 
be represented and interpreted in different ways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
We also have visits from actors who re-create historical periods for our learners 
so that they can experience them first hand. 



Geography 
 

Pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments at different 
scales in the United Kingdom and abroad including the local area. They also 
find out about different environments and the people who live there. They begin 
to learn more about the wider world. Children will carry out geographical enquiry 
inside and outside the classroom and are encouraged to ask geographical 
questions, and use geographical skills and resources such as maps, atlases, 
aerial photographs and ICT. 



Design and Technology 
 

Design and Technology draws from and contributes to all the other areas of 
the curriculum and is essentially practical.  
 

 
 
We encourage children to: 

 Develop their designing and making skills 
 Develop their capability to create high quality products through 

combining their designing and making skills with knowledge and 
understanding 

 Nurture creativity and innovation through designing and making 
 Explore values about and attitudes to the made world and how we live 

and work within it 
 Develop an understanding of technological processes, products and 

their manufacture and contribution to society 
 Exercise their initiative, proposing, planning and developing ideas 
 Enjoy developing the manipulative skills that realising these ideas 

entails 
 Develop a critical awareness of both their own and others’ responses 

to their designs as well as responding to designs around them 
 

  



Physical Education 
 

Children have experience of dance, gymnastics, athletics and outdoor 
and adventurous activities and games. 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Together, these promote the children’s physical development, an 
awareness and understanding of the body, the development of skills 
and imagination and an appreciation of creative performances. It is 
hoped that the children will gain enjoyment from physical education 
and pursue sporting activities in their private lives, thus promoting 
healthy lifestyles. 
 
We have been awarded the Youth Sport Trust silver Quality Mark in 
recognition of the quality of sport and range of opportunities at our 
school. Children also have opportunities to take part in events with 
other schools. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Music 
 

Children participate in a range of musical activities, which include singing, 
composing and performing using tuned and percussion instruments. They 
listen to and discuss a variety of styles of music. In Key Stage 2 children 
have the opportunity to learn keyboard, brass, string or woodwind 
instruments through the NYCC Music Service. There are opportunities for 
children to join music clubs and choirs run by the staff or visiting teachers 
throughout the year and perform out in the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
French 
 

Children in key stage 1 and 2 learn French. This provides children with the 
necessary skills to communicate orally and help prepare them for transfer 
to secondary school. In December 2013 Selby Abbey School was the first 
school in North Yorkshire to be awarded the silver Primary Languages 
Quality Mark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  



Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship 
Education 
 
We believe that there are many areas of knowledge and understanding that 
lie outside the National Curriculum. In particular, the personal and social 
development of youngsters is an area that has become an increasingly 
important part of children’s education. PSHCE helps to give pupils the 
knowledge, skills and understanding they need to lead confident, healthy, 
independent lives and to become informed, active and responsible citizens.  
Pupils are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities and 
experiences across and beyond the curriculum, contributing fully to the life 
of Selby Abbey CE Primary School and its community.  In doing so they 
learn to recognise their own worth, work well with others and become 
increasingly responsible for their own learning.  They reflect on their 
experiences and understand how they are developing personally and 
socially, tackling many of the spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues that 
are part of growing up.  Pupils also find out about the main political and 
social institutions that affect their lives and about their responsibilities, rights 
and duties as individuals and members of communities. They learn to 
understand and respect our common humanity; diversity and differences so 
that they can go on to form the effective, fulfilling relationships that are an 
essential part of life and learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We encourage all of our children to: 

 Develop self awareness 
 Manage their feelings efficiently 
 Develop motivation 
 Develop the skill of empathy 
 Have excellent social skills 



We allow time for talk, discussion and reflection so that everyone knows 
that they are important and that their opinions are valued. 
Circle Time allows children to participate as partners in the process of 
developing responsibility for their own behaviour and learning. 

 
Sex and Relationships Education 
 

SRE is concerned not only with cognitive development but also affective 
development.  Selby Abbey School SRE is lifelong learning about emotions, 
relationships and reproduction.  It involves acquiring accurate information, 
developing skills and forming positive beliefs, values and attitudes. 
 
SRE is an integral part of the curriculum in that it involves consideration of 
different types of relationships at different levels.  In the Foundation Stage 
and Key Stage 1, the focus is on relationships in families and with friends.  
As children go through the school, they begin to consider other 
relationships 
 
 

Homework 
 

We have a Home School Agreement which promotes close partnership between 
home and school. Homework is set across the school and aims to: 
 

 Promote positive attitudes to work and school 
 Raise achievement of all pupils 
 Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding in literacy and 

numeracy and across the curriculum 
 Encourage and develop independent learning 
 Increase self discipline 
 Develop the home/school partnership 
 Prepare children for secondary school 

 
A variety of types of homework are used depending on the age and ability of the 
pupils. These include: 
 

 Reading 
 Learning spellings and multiplication tables 
 Art work 
 Completion of class work 
 A piece of research  
 Revision 
 A piece of Mathematics, Science or English work 
 Other work agreed with parents 

 

  



Inclusion 
 

We work to promote positive attitudes in children, staff, governors and 
parents so that the children can fulfill their potential and make choices, 
unhampered by expectations based on gender or role stereotyping. We 
seek to fulfill the aims of the school regardless of age, gender, ability (both 
academic and physical) ethnic origin or background of the child. The school 
does not permit sex, race, ethnic group or disability to be used as criteria 
for admission. 
 
Disability Discrimination Act 
At Selby Abbey School we are committed to providing a fully accessible 
environment which values and includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors 
regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, spiritual, emotional 
and cultural needs. 
 

We are further committed to challenge attitudes about disability and 
accessibility and develop a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion. 
The school is working in partnership with the Local Authority in developing 
and implementing its access plan. 
 

We are proud of our inclusivity and determination to provide a broad, 
balanced and relevant curriculum for all pupils which meets their individual 
needs. We do this by: 
 

 setting suitable learning challenges 
 responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs 
 overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for 

individuals and groups of pupils 
 

Our Special Needs Policy has been written with the consideration of the 
National Code of Practice. A copy is available from the school office. 

 
Child Protection 
 

Selby Abbey School is committed to ensuring the welfare and safety of all 
children in school. All North Yorkshire schools follow the North Yorkshire 
Area Child Protection procedures and the LA procedures. The school will, 
in most circumstances, discuss all concerns with parents and carers about 
their child or children. However, there may be exceptional circumstances 
when the school will discuss concerns with Social Care and/ or the Police 
without parental knowledge (in accordance with Child Protection 
procedures). At all times school remains totally committed to maintaining a 
positive relationship with all parents and carers. 
 



Behaviour and Anti-bullying 

 

We actively promote good behaviour at Selby Abbey School in partnership 
with parents and pupils by focusing on the following principles and values:  
 

 ensuring respect and consideration for the whole school community, 
to include people’s feelings, property and possessions 

 honesty, fairness and politeness 
 the importance of self-discipline, self-respect, and self- esteem. 

  
We recognise different levels of reward throughout school; they act as 
incentives and as a tangible means to recognise, appreciate and praise 
positive behaviours. Certificates are also handed out at Friday assemblies 
for learning, behaviour and being an exemplary role-model. 
 
All children have the right to feel safe and secure and enjoy their learning 
and playtime free from any kind of bullying. We do not tolerate any kind of 
bullying whether it is intimidation, unkind actions or remarks, including racist 
name calling, even if they were not intended to hurt. All alleged acts of 
bullying are thoroughly investigated and actual acts of bullying are logged 
and restorative action is taken. This is our anti-bullying policy for children 
written by some of our children. 
 



 

 
 
Copies of our behaviour, anti-bullying and child protection policies are 
available on our school website www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk and 
from school if you would like more information.



Working Together With Others 
 

We have a strong commitment to developing links with our local 
community and between home and school. We value the contributions 
made by parents, members of the local community and outside agencies. 
 

 
School has a number of reading volunteers from the Abbey community 
who come and hear children read. We are committed to supportive 
relationships between the school and the wider neighbourhood. We are 
keen to liaise with parents, business, interest groups and local people. Our 
school acts as a base for a variety of community activities such as family 
numeracy, literacy and computing, and we have a wide range of extra-
curricular clubs for children to take part in.  We are currently working with 
Selby Big Local on a raising aspirations programme and work closely with 
Drax Power.



Home School Support 
 

Mrs Lisa Beaston, our full-time Home School Support Worker helps 
children and their families to get the most out of the opportunities offered 
at school, within their family and community life.   
 
Our Home School Support Worker can: 
 

 give emotional and practical support e.g. bereavement, bullying, self-
esteem and anger management 

 help to improve relationships between school and home 
 offer support to the family e.g. during relationship breakdown, illness 

and bereavement 
 help to improve attendance 
 support children when transferring to secondary school 
 be a listening ear 

 
If you wish to contact Lisa, you can either telephone or call into school.  
The school recognises that there are young people and families who 
might need support for a number of different reasons.  If we feel that your 
child would benefit from some time with Lisa, we will contact you. 
 
We are also privileged to have Mrs Ewa Balak-Lasek, Polish Support 
Worker who also work closely to support children and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



CURRENT TEACHING STAFF 
 
Name Role Year Group 
Mrs Jo Jennings Headteacher, Designated Person for Child 

Protection and Looked after Children 
No Class 

Mrs Lucy Saunders Deputy Head; Inclusion Manager and Special 
Needs Coordinator (SENCO); Class Teacher 

Year 6 

Mrs Helen Malcolm Assistant Head; Communication, Language 
and Literacy Leader; Class Teacher 

Year 2 

Miss Katy Ferguson RE & Collective Worship Leader; Church 
School Development Leader; PSHE Leader; 
Class Teacher 

Year 6 

Miss Sarah Conning EYFS & KS1 Leader; PHSE Leader; Class 
Teacher 

Reception 

Mrs Stacey Cannon PE Leader and Maths Leader; Class Teacher  Year 5 
Miss Katy Hobbs Class Teacher Reception 
Mrs Liz Craigen Class Teacher Year 1 
Miss Lauren Woolnough Class Teacher Year 1 
Mrs Sian Chapman Design and Technology Leader; Class Teacher  Year 2 
Mrs Beverley Smith Computing Leader; Part-time Teacher various 
Mrs Sally Sullivan History Leader; Class Teacher Year 3 
Mrs Debbie Ward Maths Leader; Class Teacher Year 3 
Ms Otilia Broxup French Leader and Geography Leader; Class 

Teacher 
Year 4 

Miss Laura Wood Music Leader; Class Teacher  Year 4 
Mrs Allison Thomson Science Leader; Class Teacher Year 5 

 
Senior Leadership Team 

 
  



CURRENT SUPPORT STAFF 
 
Name Role 
Mrs Nicola Adamson School Business Manager 
Mrs Clare Bromley Senior Administrator 
Mrs Melanie Campbell Administration Assistant 
Mrs Louise Dunn Receptionist, Administration Assistant 
Mrs Lisa Beaston Home School Support Worker, Deputy Designated Person, 

Extended Schools Lead 
Miss Samantha Long Senior Learning Mentor 
Mrs Jill Ash Specific Learning Difficulties Lead 
Ms Ann Tennant  Social, Emotional and Mental Health Lead 
Mr Mike Hinks Learning Mentor (Behaviour), MSA, Out of School Club 

play worker 
Ms Dee Webster General Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Judith Percival Caretaker, MSA, School Crossing Patrol 
Mr Mervyn Arundell-Sykes Relief Caretaker (part-time) 
Mrs Sue Blair Specialist Instructor  
Mrs Emma Franks Pre-school Manager 
Miss Georgia Southern Deputy Pre-school Manager, Out of School Club Joint 

Manager 
Mrs Michelle Gilleard Out of School Club Joint Manager & Higher Level Teaching 

Assistant  
Mrs Linda Fisher Higher Level Teaching Assistant & Art Leader 
Mrs Sally Hough Higher Level Teaching Assistant  
Mrs Ewa Balak-Lasek Higher Level Teaching Assistant  
Miss Laura Nicholson Higher Level Teaching Assistant & pastoral MSA 
Ms Deborah Dyer Higher Level Teaching Assistant  
Mrs Fiona O’Neill General Teaching Assistant  
Ms Simone Wild Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Yvonne Mack General Teaching Assistant (display / art) & MSA 
Mrs Janet Harrison General Teaching Assistant 
Miss Claire Sykes General Teaching Assistant & MSA 
Mrs Sarah Lyons General Teaching Assistant, one to one phonics tutor & 

Senior MSA 
Mrs Carla Webb General Teaching Assistant & MSA 
Miss Karen Wood General Teaching Assistant & Out of School Club Worker 
Mrs Julia Nicholson General Teaching Assistant & MSA 
Mrs Sam Haigh General Teaching Assistant  
Mrs Amy Ashton General Teaching Assistant & MSA 
Mrs Sarah Murden General Teaching Assistant & MSA 
Mrs Samantha Cunningham Pre-school Assistant 
Mrs Adele Fletcher Pre-school Assistant 
Mrs Stacey Walton  Pre-school Assistant 
Miss Victoria Magee Pre-school Assistant 
Miss Charlotte Crawford Out of School Club Playworker & MSA 
Mrs Emma Broadhead Out of School Club Playworker & MSA 
Miss Sara Lattimore MSA 
Mrs Gail Massie MSA  

 
  



Governors  
The Governing Body establishes the strategic framework of our school by: 

 Setting aims and objectives 
 Adopting policies for achieving those aims and objectives 
 Setting targets to support these policies 

When establishing the strategic direction and reviewing progress, the 
Governing Body considers advice given by the Head teacher.   The School 
Improvement Plan, instigated by the Head, generally provides the main 
mechanism for the strategic planning process.   In addition, as a voluntary 
controlled Church of England Primary School, it is the Governors' responsibility 
to ensure that the Christian ethos of the school is upheld. 

Governors are all unpaid volunteers who devote a lot of time and effort into the 
strategic planning of the school.    This is achieved by improving resources and 
the standards of education provided in accordance with the school ethos.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hold a special governors’ award ceremony every year in Selby Abbey 
Church to celebrate excellent effort and achievement across the school. 

Our Governing Body acts as a critical friend to the entire staff tem, supporting 
and challenging it to achieve the very best outcomes possible for every child 
and school as a whole.   They are always ready to help with any specific 
issues which may arise.   Please feel free to contact school, who will pass on 
any queries or information to the appropriate governor.  



General information 
 
Arriving and Leaving 
Children should arrive in the school playground at 8.45am unless they are 
attending the school Breakfast Club. Until 8:45 the supervision of children is 
the responsibility of the parent or carer. The doors will be open at 8.50am. 
 
All children are collected from the playground by their teacher providing an 
opportunity for staff to briefly network with parents and carers. School ends 
at 3.05 pm for foundation stage and key stage 1 and 3.10pm for key stage 2 
each day.  
 
The Education Act states that parents have the legal responsibility for 
ensuring that children of compulsory school age receive a suitable 
education. At Selby Abbey School we ask parents and families to support us 
in promoting good attendance in the following ways: 
 

 Ensuring that children attend school regularly and arrive on time. 
(Registration is often a time when teachers will discuss with children 
the programme for the day) 

  If your child is ill please contact the school on the first day of absence 
so we can update our records. As a matter of course, we may ring your 
home or text if we do not hear from you.  A message left on our answer 
machine will suffice. 

 No parent or carer can demand leave of absence as a right. An 
application for pupil leave in exceptional circumstances during term-
time should be completed as far as possible in advance and at least 6 
weeks before the first date of the period of leave being requested. 
Each application will be individually considered. 

 Occasionally, medicine prescribed by a doctor can be given to pupils at 
school. In such cases a request form available from the office should 
be completed. Please avoid booking medical appointments during the 
school day wherever possible 

 
At Selby Abbey School we have a responsibility to work with the Local 
Authority and Education Welfare Service to ensure that children attend 
school. We are required to inform the Local Authority if a pupil fails to attend 
or is late regularly and if no reason for absence is provided. 
Please note that if you are unable to collect your child at the end of the 
school day and a different adult is doing so, we ask that for safety reasons 
you ring us to inform us of the change of routine. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Complaints Procedure 
 

 
If you feel that you are not receiving a first rate service from us in any 
respect, please communicate your concerns to your child’s class teacher 
at the earliest opportunity. Most problems can be dealt with informally by 
the teacher concerned. Problems will be referred to the Head teacher when 
these informal procedures have not been effective in resolving the issue. A 
formal complaint may be made to the Chair of Governors c/o the school if 
you feel that a matter has not been resolved to your satisfaction. 
 

And finally . . . 
We sincerely hope that with our care, guidance and support, every 
member of our school community can fulfil their dreams whatever they 
are! 

  
 


