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Rationale 
 
Being a Church of England School, the Christian ethos is placed explicitly at the centre of the 
Religious Education provision. Religious Education is a way of looking at the world and its 
Creation, with a sense of awe and wonder, while using sensitivity and respect for the feelings 
and beliefs of others. “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” 
John 10:10. It is this flourishing in the love and grace of God that will enable our children, as 
one family of God, to be wise, hopeful and live well together with dignity and respect in God’s 
world. 
 
At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School we are committed to providing Religious Education to all 
children from Foundation Stage to Year Six, in accordance with its Trust Deed. Following 
training and advice, we currently base our Religious Education teaching on the North Yorkshire 
Agreed Syllabus (2019-2024), which is written with a strong emphasis on an enquiry approach 
and has been approved by the Head teacher and Governing body. 
 
Characteristics of Effective Learners in Religious Education 
 
• The ability to consider challenging questions about possible meanings of life, beliefs in right 

and wrong and what it means to be human.  
• An understanding of the connections between different faiths and human experiences.  
• The ability to share positive attitudes of respect towards people who hold different beliefs 

and follow other religions to their own.  
• The ability to make reasoned and informed judgments about religious and moral issues with 

reference to religions represented in the UK 
 
 
Through Religious Education we aim for all pupils to:  
  

1. Know about and understand a range of religions and world views, so that they can:  
 • describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which 
exists within and between communities and amongst individuals  
 • identify, investigate and respond to questions posed, and responses offered by some 
of the sources of wisdom found in religions and world views   
 • appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life 
and ways of expressing meaning   

Our vision in North Yorkshire is of a community where people of different beliefs and 
religions live side by side, displaying mutual respect, understanding and friendship. It is 
essential that our children and young people are supported in developing these qualities and, 
whilst growing in confidence, achieve a level of critical awareness that helps them to become 
builders and shapers of a better North Yorkshire. RE will encourage and enable pupils to 
explore their own and other people’s beliefs, values and traditions in meaningful and 
engaging ways. It will encourage pupils to share their diverse range of experiences and grow 
individually and together with sensitivity and respect towards people of all faiths and none. 
(North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus 2019-2024) 



  
2. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and 

world views, so that they can:   
• explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression 
influence individuals and communities   
• express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to 
questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including ethical 
issues   
• appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion  

  
3. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world views, so 

that they can:   
• find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, 
purpose and truth, responding creatively   
• enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together 
respectfully for the wellbeing of all   
• articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain why they may be 
important in their own and other people’s lives.   

 

 
 
The Curriculum 
 

The Diocesan Syllabus is used throughout School with supplementary source materials as and 
where necessary. We are currently teaching the new RE curriculum with support from the North 
Yorkshire RE agreed Syllabus and resources (2019-2024) and teaching our Christianity units 
through ‘Understanding Christianity’ and ‘Puddles’ resources for Reception and Year 1. Religious 
Education is allocated no less than 5% of the timetable. In Key Stage 1 this amounts to 
between 40-50 minutes per week, totalling 36 hours over the year. In Key Stage 2 children are 
taught Religious Education for 1¼ hours per week, totalling 45 hours over the year.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Planning   
 

 

In order to ensure that our aims are met and the Programme of Study is covered at each key 
stage, the school uses the North Yorkshire units of learning for RE which builds in coverage of, 
and progression in, both the content and concepts outlined in the Agreed Syllabus.    
 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term.  The RE Subject Leader 
keeps and reviews these plans on a regular basis.  
 
Short term planning of individual lessons is a matter for the class teacher. The RE Subject 
Leader is available to help with this and keeps a range of teacher’s resources as a guide.  
(When planning each unit of work the teacher will identify which parts of the programme of 
study are to be the focus, the learning objectives for the unit, the learning tasks planned to 
achieve them, time allocated and any resources, visits or visitors needed.  The work planned 
must be relevant to the needs of the pupils). 
 
 
Teaching 
 

 

Teaching the programmes of study should contribute to pupils' knowledge and understanding 
and provide opportunities for reflection on six key areas: 
 

 Beliefs, teachings and sources - e.g. stories, religious leaders, books, God/gods, self-
sacrifice, truth, life after death; 

 
 Practices and lifestyles - e.g. people, festivals, pilgrimages, places, events, artefacts, 

lifestyle choices, actions, effects on individuals; 
 

 Expressing meaning - e.g. sacred texts, art, music, literature, symbolism, poetry, dance, 
drama, prayer, forms of religious and spiritual expression, silence/stillness; 

 
 Identity, diversity and belonging- e.g. belonging, preferences, relationships within family 

and community, influences on own lives, inspirational people; 
 

 Meaning, purpose and truth - e.g. amazement, sadness, disappointment, joy, awe, in 
connection with the natural world and life's journey, making sense, ultimate questions of 
life raised by life experiences; 

 
 Values and commitments - e.g. values, ethics, principles, rules, morality. 

 
 
RE delivery specifically draws on the following: 
 

1. visits and visitors; enabling children to see at first hand religious people, objects, 
symbols, places, events, stories and explore with people who have faith 

 
2. role play and drama; encouraging children to learn through familiar or unfamiliar settings 

and ask questions from their own encounters 
 



3. artefacts; being able to explore items which are precious and/or used in  
          religious worship, encouraging respect and questioning whilst deepening knowledge 
 

4. music and the arts; enabling children to experience elements of religions in a sensory 
way 

 
5. parents; by valuing the family backgrounds of the children and making them part of the 

school community 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The Subject Leader has responsibility for:- 
 

 implementing the RE Policy and the Scheme of Work; 

 liaising with staff who are responsible for teaching RE in Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 
and 2; 

 monitoring and organising school resources; 

 monitoring the children’s progress and Standards of Attainment in RE 

 maintaining regular contact with the Diocese and attending Subject Leader courses and 
leading RE cluster meetings; 

 liaison and feedback to our governors 

 monitoring the quality of teaching and learning in RE 

 

Withdrawal 
 

After discussion with the Headteacher and Chair of Governors, parents/carers have the right to 
withdraw their child from Religious Education lessons. 
  
‘The worship and Religious Education provided by the school is in accordance with the Church 
of England Foundation. This foundation is also reflected in the curriculum and the whole life of 
the school community. Since the conduct of the school as a whole reflects the Church of 
England ethos, removal of pupils from worship and /or Religious Education (as parents are 
legally entitled to do) cannot insulate them from the religious life of the school.’  
 
Special Educational Needs, Disability and Inclusion 
 

Children with special educational needs will work alongside the other children in their group, as 
in other curriculum areas, but differentiation in approach, language and expected outcome will 
be appropriate to the varying needs in the class. We aim to meet the full entitlement of every 
child in our school. To optimise inclusion the children’s differing needs for learning (including 
children with special educational needs) will be addressed through differentiated 
activities. Provision maps may support children who are identified as having special educational 
needs. These will specify differentiated learning and assessment. 
See separate SEN school policy 
 
Religious Education as an essential part of the curriculum should be relevant, worthwhile and 
accessible to all. It should express that all pupils are loved and valued by God as part of 
Creation. We aim to help the children in our school to respect themselves and to be sensitive to 
the needs of others. 
 



British Values 

 

At Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School we uphold and teach pupils about British Values which 
are defined as:  
•    Democracy  
•    The Rule of law 
•    Individual liberty mutual respect  
•    Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 
   
These values are taught explicitly through Personal, Social, Health and Emotional Education 
(PSHE), and Religious Education. During RE we will discuss British Values through a number of 
different themes and ideas such as religious freedom, acceptance of other people’s faiths and 
looking at tolerance and harmony between different cultures and beliefs.  
 
 

ICT in Religious Education  
 

RE can make an important contribution to children’s use of ICT by helping children make 
effective use of the internet and CD ROMs to investigate and learn from different religious 
beliefs, teachings and ideas. Children can also use multimedia and presentation software to 
communicate their own ideas and those within religions and beliefs through the use of Purple 
Mash, Wordle and PowerPoint. There are also many websites for children to use when learning 
about religions such as http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z7hs34j  
 
 
 

Assessment  
 

We assess children’s work in RE by making informal judgements as we observe them during 
lessons and through marking diagnostically and after completing short assessment tasks at the 
end of a unit. Assessment is based upon the child’s ability in understanding various ideas, 
beliefs, values, attitudes and behaviour as well as their ability to reflect on their own 
experiences and the experiences of others and respond to them in a thoughtful and 
constructive way. Assessment in RE is seen in its broadest sense and is not limited to 
measurement and testing. The current assessment framework has been developed during RE 
Network Meetings and uses the New RE Syllabus ‘I can… tools for progression and learning’.  

 
Resources 
 

Resources are bought with the annually allocated RE budget for use by all staff. The storing of 
the school’s RE resources is organised by the Subject Leader. There is also wide range of 
excellent RE resources which are available via the North Yorkshire Fronter Website. Resources 
are used by children and staff in a number of ways including: demonstrating what a place of 
worship would look like, artefacts which shows articles of faith, use of pictures, DVDs, art work 
and music to enable children to relate, reflect and respond. Resources within individual classes 
should be accessible to all pupils, who should be encouraged to be responsible for their use. 
 
 
 

Visits and visitors 
 

Place of worship visits are organised during the year to support and complement the work in 
school and to promote links with the local community.  We aim to invite more representatives 
of local religious groups into school and talk to the children in a sensitive manner. 



Monitoring, evaluation and review 

Selby Abbey School will review this policy annually and assess its implementation and 
effectiveness. This will be undertaken by the RE and Collective Worship team comprising staff 
and representatives of the governing body in consultation with pupils and clergy. 
 

Agreed by staff:  September 2019   

Agreed by Governors: 17 October 2019 

Review date:  Autumn 2020 

Signed:         

 
 
 
If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, large print or 
audio, please ask us. 

 
 

 
Aby otrzymać te informacje w innym języku lub formacie, np. w alfabecie brajla, w wersji 
dużym drukiem lub audio, prosimy się z nami skontaktować 


