
SELBY ABBEY (CE) VC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HOMEWORK POLICY  

 

‘With God all things are possible’ Matthew 19 v. 26 

Introduction 

Homework is anything children do outside the normal school day that contributes 
to their learning, in response to guidance from the school.  Homework 
encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents to 
support children's learning.    
 
There are no longer guidelines from the government concerning the 
recommended amount of time for home study. However, Russell Hobby, General 
Secretary of the National Association of Head Teachers, said: "Homework is like 
most things in education - it is quality that counts, not quantity. If homework is 
properly connected to lessons, and regularly marked, it works.’’ 
 
British values are promoted through high quality teaching and learning across 
the curriculum including homework. Skills and attributes acquired by our children 
will contribute positively to life in Modern Britain.  
 

Rationale for Homework 

Homework plays a positive role in raising a child's level of attainment. It can 
enhance parent partnership when both teacher and parent are working together 
to support the child in their learning.   However, we also acknowledge the 
important role of play and free time in a child's growth and development. While 
homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in various 
out-of-school activities that play an important part in the lives of our pupils. We 
are well aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we 
believe that they develop their interests and skills to the full only when parents 
encourage them to make maximum use of the opportunities available outside 
school.   
 
Aims and Objectives 
The aims and objectives of homework are to: 

• enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social 
development 

• help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner 

• promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child's 
learning 

• provide opportunities to promote parents’ engagement in their child’s learning 

• enable all aspects of the curriculum to be covered in sufficient depth 

• allow parents to engage in the curriculum 

• provide educational experiences not possible in school 



• consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school, and to allow children to 
practise skills taught in lessons 

• help children develop good work habits for the future 

• encourage investigative work and self-study skills 

 
Types of Homework 

Staff and pupils regard homework as an integral part of the curriculum – it is 
planned and prepared alongside all other programmes of learning. 
 
Year Group Our suggested 

timings per week 
Homework type Communication  

Foundation 45 minutes Reading 
Key words 
Piece of written homework weekly 
Library book to share with an adult 

Homework book for 
weekly piece 
Reading packet with 
record and key words 
changed weekly 

1 1 hour Reading 
Key words 
Spellings 
1 piece of literacy/numeracy 
Library books 

Homework book 
Reading record card 
inside reading book 

2 1 hour Spellings 
Punctuation and grammar Reading 
Weekly themed homework 

Homework book 
Reading record 
Spelling sheet 

3 1.5 hours Spellings 
Timetables 
Reading 
Literacy/Numeracy weekly piece 

Homework Book 
Planner 

4 1.5 hours Spellings 
Reading 
Quick-fire timetables 
One extended themed piece 

Homework Book 
Planner 

5 2 hours Reading daily 
Timetables 
Spellings 
Extended themed piece 

Homework Book 
Planner 

6 2.5 hours 
 

Those children 
needing extra 

support may have 
more in 

consultation with 
parents. 

Mathematics 
Mathematics Key Facts 
Science 
Punctuation and grammar 
Spelling 
Reading 
Half-termly research into theme 

Homework Book 
Planner 

 
We set a variety of homework activities.   We set Literacy and Mathematics or 
themed homework, linked to the work being undertaken in class, routinely each 
week, and we expect the children to consolidate and reinforce the learning done 
in school through practice at home.  Reading regularly, is also seen as an 
essential part of homework. We also set homework as a means of helping the 
children to prepare for statutory assessments, as well as to ensure that prior 
learning has been understood. 



Homework should be handed in on time if a set return or completion date is 
given. Homework completed well is acknowledged, rewarded and praised.  Most 
homework is followed up in lesson time, allowing the teacher to evaluate how 
well each child has understood the learning. Exceptional pieces of homework 
that showcase outstanding effort or achievement will be chosen to be displayed 
in the ‘Homework Hall of Fame’.  Children whose homework is displayed will be 
presented with a certificate and given a raffle ticket and placed into an end of 
year prize draw. 

 
 

Equalities and Homework 
 

We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life.  We ensure that 
all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child, and we endeavour to adapt 
any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way.  We value and 
celebrate the cultural diversity of our pupils and their families, and we appreciate 
the enrichment that this brings. 

 
 

The Role of Parents 
 

Parents have a vital role to play in their child's education, and homework is an 
important part of this process.  We ask parents to encourage their child to 
complete the homework tasks that are set.  We invite them to help their children 
as and when they feel it to be necessary and to provide them with the sort of 
environment that allows children to do their best.  Parents can support their child 
by providing a good working space at home (a quiet time or a quieter space), by 
enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and by discussing the work that 
their child is doing. They can make comments about the work in the homework 
diary. We ask that parents support their child with homework but not to do the 
homework as this will have no benefit for the child. 
 
 
Use of ICT 
 

The use of ICT and the Internet has made a significant contribution to the 
amount of reference material available at home, and the ease and speed with 
which it can be accessed.  However, our teachers expect their pupils to produce 
their own work, perhaps by editing something they have found, or by expressing 
it in their own words.  The children are not achieving anything worthwhile by 
merely downloading and printing out something that has been written by 
somebody else. 
 

There are many websites containing highly educational material which can have 
a powerful effect on children's learning such as BBC revision, phonics play, 
Pippop, Oxford Reading Owl, Sumdog, Purple Mash and Twinkl.  Parents are 
advised to always supervise their child's access to the Internet.  
 



Monitoring and Review 
 

It is the responsibility of our Governing Body to agree and then monitor the 
school homework policy.  This is done by the committee of the Governing Body 
that deals with curriculum issues.  Parents complete a questionnaire each year, 
and during the school's Ofsted inspection, and our governing body pays careful 
consideration to any concern that is raised by any parent.  Our Governing Body 
may, at any time, request from our head teacher a report on the way in which 
homework is organised in our school. 
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Chair of Governors 
 
 
 
If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, large print or 
audio, please ask us. 

 
 

 
Aby otrzymać te informacje w innym języku lub formacie, np. w alfabecie brajla, w wersji 
dużym drukiem lub audio, prosimy się z nami skontaktować 

 
 

 


