
SELBY ABBEY CE (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Developing Spirituality Statement 

 
“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 10:10. 

 
As a staff and within our classes we have discussed what spirituality is and what it looks like, sounds like 
and feels like in our school. Our vision is based on three key areas: 
 
1. Our uniqueness 
2. The whole child and positive relationships 
3. Community 
 
While the definition of spirituality is different for everyone, here are some common themes that we have 
used to create a school definition of spirituality:  It is about the journey of learning who you are and who you 
want to be. It is also about keeping an open mind, questioning current beliefs and trying to understand 
other people’s beliefs. Furthermore, it is also about feeling connected to others and the nature of the world. 
‘If the spiritual is properly and fully addressed, the moral, the social and cultural will fall into place 
more easily.’ Alan Brown 
 
In developing our spirituality, we develop our sense of value and purpose which enables us to see awe and 
wonder in both the ordinary and extraordinary.  Faith and spirituality are linked; yet spirituality is not 
necessarily affiliated with religion.  
 
1. Developing Spirituality through our sense of self (individuality, uniqueness, self-esteem, 

becoming the very best we can be, Big Questions in the curriculum and the 4Rs - Resilience, 
Reciprocity, Reflection and Resourcefulness) 

 
 Feedback in the moment and personalised learning. Through our use of visible learning and 

feedback in the moment, children develop a strong sense of achievement and can see how they 
can improve.  

 
 We are an inclusive school. All children, including those with SEN and EAL, have high aspirations 

for themselves.  All learning needs are catered for through a range of methods such as different 
clubs, differentiated work and teaching strategies. (Disability, race, gender and culture). 

 
 Celebrating achievement. Children’s achievements are celebrated in a half termly act of collective 

worship and through our Recognition board and stars. Children work towards class rewards and 
also work towards acknowledgements in our yearly award ceremony at Selby Abbey, where all 
children are celebrated.  

 
 Opportunities for reflection and prayer. In Collective Worship, RE, PSHE and other curriculum 

areas, children are given the chance to reflect on who is important, how we can develop as a 
person and our faith. Every class has a collective worship area, made up with colours from the 
liturgical calendar that children can visit to reflect.  In collective worship, children make links 
between Christian values, the values of other faiths, teachings in the Bible and how to use these 
values in everyday life. Members of the clergy regularly lead collective worship to help children 
make these links. Children are also encouraged and given chance to lead collective worship 
themselves. All classes have created a prayer book and these prayers are used at lunchtime and at 
the end of a school day. We also use the Doors, Windows and Mirrors approach to allow children to 
share their thoughts about the world and what is important to them. Religious Education lessons 
often give pupils the opportunity to reflect on their own life and think about others.  

 
 Leavers’ assemblies –Year six children take part in a collective worship that recognises their 

journey throughout our school and the strengths and development that has taken place. Each child 
is presented with a special gift from the Headteacher and the Chair of Governors. John Weetman 
also leads prayer and reflection as we celebrate their success and time at our school and wish them 
well for their move to High School.  

 



 
2. Developing Spirituality through our sense of others (positive relationships, understanding others) 
 

 Children and staff have very positive relationships. We promote Christian values such as 
community, hope, respect, compassion, service and grace in a number of ways such as using 
restorative practice in relation to behaviour and our variety of clubs. Staff are also very supportive 
of each other and well-being is developed in school through days out, cards and social events for 
celebrations or times of need etc. 
 

 Children explore the issues of right and wrong. Selby Abbey School guides children with moral 
choices through collective worship, P4C, RE, PSHE, circle time, British Values and other areas of 
the curriculum. The children also complete school charters at the beginning of every academic year. 
 

 Children develop interest and compassion in the local area and wider world. Foundation 
Stage, Key Stage One and Two use our core drivers of ‘Living Faith’, ‘Performance and Action’ 
and ‘Enterprise’ to raise money and awareness for different charities related to their current theme; 
for example Year 3 and 4s ‘Sky Rainforest’ bake sale, year six’s games and Water Aid Day, the Big 
Aspirations Programme, Drax links and Amnesty International courageous advocacy work. All 
children take part in Red Nose Day and Children in Need fundraising. As a school we also support 
the local community during the Harvest Festival.  

 
 

3. Developing Spirituality through our sense of place and beauty (respecting the local and wider 
environment, caring for the world, awe of place) 

 
 Distinctive Environment. Classroom and outdoor areas in school promote spirituality and 

our pupils’ successes. The peace garden is an area where children can reflect and think about 
Christian values. There is a collective worship area which follows the colours of the liturgical 
calendar in every classroom and hall. In addition, every classroom displays the school’s Vision:  
 
Our vision is to create a happy school family where all children and staff become the very 
best they can be within the context of Christian belief, practice and values. Children in our 
school will develop enquiring minds, respect for themselves, others and the environment, 
resilience and adaptability to flourish.  
 
 

The bible verse that sets our vision in context comes from the words of Jesus: “I have come that 
they may have life and have it to the full.” John 10:10. It is this flourishing in the love and grace of 
God that will enable our children, as one family of God, to be wise, hopeful and live well together 
with dignity and respect in God’s world. 

 
There is also a collective worship area in the main hall which follows the same liturgical colours 
(White for Easter and Christmas, purple for Advent and Lent, red for Pentecost and green for 
Ordinary time) and has religious artefacts and symbols on such as the cross, candles and Bible. 
Family service posters for the Abbey are displayed around the school along with posters for specific 
celebrations at the Abbey and competitions such as the Sheep Challenge. The main entrance has a 
welcoming stained glass window displaying Christian values and aspects we treasure as a school 
which children helped to create. Furthermore, there are many displays throughout the school which 
link to our Christian vision and values.  

 
 Close links with local Churches. In partnership with John Weetman and Mary Luckins, we have 

developed strong links with Selby Abbey and King’s Church through:  
- Promoting the Messy Church, family Sunday Service, the Sheep Challenge, Christingle. 
- Regular clergy-led collective worship which links to scripture.  
- Harvest festival, Nativity service, ‘Experience Events’ and Stations of the Cross being held at the 

Abbey, which all of KS2 attend.  
- John Weetman is regularly invited in to help with RE teaching, e.g. pupil question time. 
- Visits to the Abbey in relation to RE e.g. Years 3 and 4 visit for stained glass windows, infant visits 

for mock weddings/baptisms and the ‘Experience Church and Pentecost’ events.  
- John Weetman interviewing new candidates for teaching positions.  
- John Weetman observing collective worship in school.  

 



Below is a poster created by our Church Ambassadors to show what they believe spirituality looks like at 
Selby Abbey School - a mixture of collective worship, sharing their thoughts, visiting the Peace Garden, 
listening to and creating music, meditation, praying and asking big questions.  


