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What is the Local Offer? 
From September 2014, all local authorities must publish in one place information about 
the services they expect to be available in their area for children and young people 0 - 25 
who have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). This is known as the 
local offer. 
 http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/article/26714/Special-educational-needs---local-offer 
The development of a local offer is one of a number of changes to the way children and 
young people with SEND are supported. 
 
What is the legislation behind the Local Offer? 
For schools the relevant primary legislation includes the following sections of the 
Children and Families Act 2014: 

 Co-operating generally: governing body functions: Section 29 
 Children and young people with special educational needs but no EHC plan: 

Section 29 
 Children with SEN in maintained nurseries and mainstream schools: Section 35 
 Using best endeavours to secure special educational provision: Section 66 
 SEN co-ordinators: Section 67 
 Informing parents and young people: Section 68 
 SEN information report: Section 69 
 Duty to support pupils with medical conditions: Section 100 

 
The Equality Act 2010 

         Regulations are set out in- 
 The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 



       At Selby Abbey Primary School we - 
 use our best endeavours to make sure that a child with SEND gets the support they need  
 ensure that children and young people with SEND engage in the activities of the 

school alongside pupils who do not have SEND  
 have a designated teacher who is responsible for co-ordinating SEN provision – the 

SEN co-ordinator, or SENCO.   
 inform parents when we are making special educational provision for a child  
 prepare SEN information and make regular presentations to the school governors 
 have a member of the governing body with specific oversight of the school’s 

arrangements for SEN and disability.  
 ensure school leaders regularly review how expertise and resources are used to 

address SEND; these plans are intended to build the quality of whole-school 
provision as part of our approach to school improvement.  

 
How do we identify children with SEN?  
 
For some children, SEN can be identified at an early age. We have information about children’s 
needs from parents or nurseries before children start school. However, for other children and 
young people difficulties become evident only as they develop. We assess all children from an 
early stage and where progress is significantly slower than that of other children, who start at the 
same point, or where progress does not match previous progress or where a child does not catch 
up or the gap between the child and other children at the same stage gets wider we plan 
carefully. Firstly we ensure the child receives high quality teaching that is targeted at their areas 
of weakness. Where progress continues to be less than expected the class or subject teacher, 
working with the SENCO, will assess whether the child has SEN while informally gathering 
evidence (including the views of the pupil and their parents.)  
A delay in learning and development in the early years may or may not indicate that a child has 
SEN, that is, that they have a learning difficulty or disability that calls for special educational 
provision. Our assessments take place every half term, so we are able to track children’s 
progress very regularly. Special educational provision will be made if children are not making 
adequate progress.  
Adequate progress can be defined in a number of ways. It might, for instance, be progress 
which: 
 Closes the attainment gap between the child and their year group.  Prevents the attainment gap growing wider.  Is similar to that of children starting from the same attainment baseline, but less than that of the majority of children.  Matches or betters the child’s previous rate of progress.  Ensures access to the full curriculum.  Demonstrates an improvement in self-help, social or personal skills.  Demonstrates improvements in the child’s behaviour.  Demonstrates that a higher level of independence is achieved. 



   Persistent disruptive or withdrawn behaviours do not necessarily mean that a child has SEN. 
Where teachers and parents have concerns we can refer to specialist support services to 
determine whether there are any factors such as undiagnosed learning difficulties, difficulties 
with communication or mental health issues. If it is thought housing, family or other domestic 
circumstances may be contributing to the presenting behaviour, a multi-agency approach, 
supported by our full-time home school support worker, together with the use of a team around 
the child meeting and plan may help. 

   Our school welcomes many children who have English as an additional language. We are 
becoming increasingly skilled at identifying and assessing SEN for young children whose first language is not English and are aware that this requires particular care. We employ three 
bilingual members of staff. 

   Disabled children may or may not need special educational provision. Disability remains 
defined as stated within legislation. 

    What are the areas where children need additional support? 
   Broadly children with SEN and some children with disabilities may need support in the following 

areas-  
 communication and interaction  
 cognition and learning  
 social, emotional and mental health  
 sensory and/or physical needs  

Some children will have medical needs but may not have SEN. Each child with medical needs 
will normally have a healthcare plan that will specify the type and level of support required to 
meet their medical needs. Where children also have SEN, their provision is be planned and 
delivered in a co-ordinated way with their healthcare plan. 
 
How do we give children additional support? 

           The National Curriculum Inclusion Statement means that teachers should set high expectations 
for every pupil, whatever their progress has been. Potential areas of difficulty should be 
identified and planned for in each lesson. Class teachers should remove barriers individuals 
might face. In many cases, such good practice will mean that pupils with SEN and disabilities 
will be able to study the full national curriculum and take part in every lesson. 
Where children are identified needing additional support we are able to run evidenced based 
interventions, such as Success in Arithmetic, additional Read Write Inc phonics, Fresh Start and 
Paired Reading. Parents are always encouraged to learn about interventions so that they can 
help their child at home. These may include speech and language programmes and Talk for 
writing ideas. Where parenting advice is needed our Home School support worker is always 
available. 
Some children may need additional support from a specialist who works with the school. Often a 
programme of work will be delivered by the specialist or given to the class teacher. This is 
reviewed and progress is assessed. 
 



What if my child needs more support? 
           A small number of children may have significantly high needs and may benefit from an 

Education, Health and Care plan. The local authority will consider a request for an assessment 
and inform parents and young people of their decision.  

           The EHC assessment will involve the school and all the specialists who are involved with the 
child, but most importantly will take on board parents’ views and the views of the child or 
young person themselves. The timescale for responding to the request is defined in legislation. 
Where a plan is agreed by the local authority, information about the option of a Personal Budget 
should be given to the parents and young person. 

           It is possible for a child to have an EHP without a full assessment if it makes sense to better co-
ordinate services. 

            EHC plans have to be agreed by the local authority, but are put together by the people who best 
know the child and the plan focuses on the outcomes that services should be working towards 
for the child. Plans must be reviewed every year, but can be reviewed more frequently if 
necessary. 

            Parents can be supported by an independent advocate from the Parent Advisory service, who 
will be able to explain the process. Staff in school will also be available to meet with families. 

  Who provides the services that are available at Selby Abbey Primary School? 
 ARO Officer – Catherine Skinner 01609 535002  Educational Psychologist –  01609 535556  Early Years Support Teacher –  0787 5273360  Education Welfare Officer –  01609 536819  Parent Partnership coordinator – Mrs Carmel Bean  01609 536804  Support for Vision -    Support for hearing-  01609 534379  Lead for Physical/Medical-  01609 534087  Enhanced Mainstream Schools  - BESD- Barwic Parade- 01757 705591 

- SpLD- Barlby High School- 01757 706161  Communication and Interaction- Thorpe Willoughby- 01757 703996  Higher Functioning Autism- Holy Family- 01405 860276  EAL and Traveller- Selby CP- 01757 702464  Moderate/Severe Learning Difficulties Outreach Support- Springwater   01423 883214 
 

Child Development Centre - York Hospital 
 Physiotherapists –   01904 726753 
  Occupational therapists – Service 01904 726595 
 Speech and language therapists – Hannah Riley, Karen Howells, Cath Brown; 01904 

724290 
 
Local Health Trust 
 School nurse – Kathy Harrison 01904 724286 
 Link Worker to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services [CAMHS] – Phil Wilkins 

01904 724551 



 Complaints 
We take comments and complaints seriously and welcome the opportunity to work with parents 
and carers when a concern is brought to our attention. Please speak in the first instance to the 
class teacher. Head teacher Mrs Jennings and Mrs Saunders SENCo are available to meet with 
parents and carers at the earliest possible time to assist in resolving any matter. Please also see 
our Complaints policy. 
Who leads on inclusion in school? 
John Weetman, Sue Thomson and Sam Phillips are lead governors for inclusion in school and 
can be contacted via the school office. 
Lucy Saunders is the Inclusion Manager and SENCo in school.  
Helen McMullen is the lead on social, emotional support and wellbeing instead. She is supported 
by Sue Blair, Learning Mentor. 
Lisa Beaston is the Home school support worker in school. 
Janet Harrison, Mike Hinks and Karen Wood provide SEN support in school. 
Designated Person for Child Protection is Jo Jennings, Head teacher. 
The inclusion team meet regularly and offer peer support; the team comprises Jo Jennings, Lucy 
Saunders, Helen McMullen and Lisa Beaston. 
 Agreed by staff:  December 2015 
Agreed by Governors: 10 December 2015  Review date:   Autumn 2016 
Signed:   John Weetman  (Vice-chair of governors) 
 
If you would like this information in another language or format such as Braille, 
large print or audio, please ask us. 

 
 

 Aby otrzymać te informacje w innym języku lub formacie, np. w alfabecie brajla, w wersji dużym drukiem 
lub audio, prosimy się z nami skontaktow 
 


