
School Improvement 
Adviser Visit 
It has been a great first 
term. Our expansion works 
are now complete and 
everyone seems to be enjoying our newly 
improved, modern and high quality premises. 
We have embedded our new curriculum and 
assessment system. We have welcomed 
many different visitors into school and put on 
many impressive events. Our new school 
improvement adviser visited school recently 
and agreed that Leadership and 
management, Personal Development, 
behaviour and welfare and Outcomes for 
children and learners all remain outstanding. 
Here are some quotes from her report:  
 “Leaders and governors focus on consistently 
improving outcomes for all pupils. They have 
a deep, accurate understanding of the 
school’s effectiveness.” 
“Pupils are confident, self-assured learners. 
Their excellent attitudes to learning have a 
strong, positive impact on their progress.” 
“Throughout each year group and across the 
curriculum, including in English and 
mathematics, current pupils make substantial 
and sustained progress, developing excellent 
knowledge and understanding, considering 
their different starting points.” 
“Teaching was stimulating and an open 
ended, problem-solving approach to learning 
gave all pupils the opportunity to access the 
learning at an appropriate level.” 
“Engaged pupils were keen to share their 
experiences with adults and reported that 
they enjoyed their work and felt a sense of 
achievement.” 
“Core values are reflected in everything in 
school.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
           
    
  

 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

      

Cracking choir 
Selby Abbey choir wowed shoppers at 
Tesco’s last week and raised a fantastic £141-
63 in one hour! They also delighted the 
audience as they showcased two new songs 
during the recent Christian Aid concert at 
Selby Abbey. They will also be visiting 
residents at Osborne House later this week to 
share companionship and raise lots of festive 
cheer. 

Selby Abbey Head teacher Newsletter 

                                                                    
    www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk 

    “an outstanding school” (Local Authority 2015) Issue: 4 15 December 2015 

Fabulous fundraising 
A huge thank you to 
everyone for your very 
generous donations and time given to making 
our Christmas fayre such a super success. 
We raised a phenomenal £1148 for school to 
spend on enhancing children’s experiences. 
Updated Anti-bullying policy and Home 
School Agreement 
We have updated our anti-bullying policy and 
with the help of some pupils, created a child-
friendly version. Both of these, along with 
other key policies, can be found in the 
documents section of our school website 
www.selbyabbeyprimaryschool.co.uk 



Stunning Christmas performances 
A massive well done to all the staff and 
children involved in our superb Christmas 
performances last week. Their singing, 
dancing, storytelling, teamwork skills and 
confidence on stage were really 
impressive. Thank you to all those parents, 
carers and friends of Selby Abbey School 
who came to see the children in action. 
Feedback has been really positive.  

Last but not least 
Our last day is this 
Friday 18 December 
and we reopen at 8.45am 
on Tuesday 5 January 2016. 
Everyone at Selby Abbey School wishes 
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. We look forward to building on our 
very positive first term in continued 
partnership with you. 

  
 

 
 
 

Attendance Update 
 Our school attendance target this year is 97%. At present it stands at 96.5%. Please remember that the 
Department for Education has changed the threshold for persistent absentees to 10%. This means any 
child whose attendance falls below 90% is now considered a persistent absentee. This equates to 
7 days absence this term. Please come and talk to us if you have any worries or questions. Well done 
to Mrs Chapman’s class for achieving the highest attendance so far this year and to those classes 
above 97%. Please help every class hit or exceed this target as excellent attendance really helps 
children’s learning, wellbeing and future life chances. 
  Mrs McMullen’s           95.2% Miss Hull’s               95.2% Mrs Speake’s           94.7% Mrs Malcolm’s    96.5% 
Miss Conning’s            96.7% Mrs Chapman’s     98.8% Mrs Ward’s              97.2% Mrs Sullivan’s     95.6% 
Mrs Smith’s                97.7% Miss Ferguson’s   97.4% Miss Palfreeman’s    96.8% Mrs Saunders     95.7% 
Mrs op den Brouw’s    96.8%  

 
 Tell us what you think 
 We really value your feedback and 
are always trying to further improve. 
We would be pleased if you would 
click on the Parent View link 
http://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
and complete the 12 questions. It only takes 
a few minutes and will supplement your 
feedback to us from our annual survey, 
comments on Face book posts and chats. 
 

Unavoidable closure of school 
We always do our best to keep school open. However 
there may be times when the risks to children and 
staff are too great. If school is closed we will send a 
text message to you and post the message on Face 
book confirming this. Please ensure we have an up-
to-date mobile number if you have one. BBC Radio 
York will put our school closure on their website 
www.bbc.co.uk/york as will North Yorkshire County 
Council http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/schoolclosures 


